
With Summer camp coming up (faster than it
feels like it should be), I wanted to share with you
what the Lord has been teaching me as I prayed
through the theme for this year. It comes from
Isaiah 61:1-3, of which verse 1 says:

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound;

Church, last year and this year have been tough. 
I won’t retread any issues, but suffice it to say
personally, and as a community, we have been
through quite a bit. And in this hard season, God
repeatedly brought this verse to me both through
scripture and through song.
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There is a Hebrew worship song that uses this passage
verbatim (if you are curious: “Ruach Adonai Alai” or The Spirit of
the Lord is Upon Me). In my own dark seasons, God used this
passage to remind me that the good news is really good news.
God promises to lift our heads, for those who love him. His life
instead of our death and sin; His garments instead of our ashes;
His gladness instead of our mourning.

If you have not read Isaiah but the passage still sounds familiar,
you might remember it from Luke 4:17-19. Jesus reads this in a
synagogue near the beginning of his ministry. His point is clear:
he has come to fulfill this scripture in full (Lk. 4:21). Jesus
himself first and foremost is the one who brings us the good
news of the Gospel. He proclaims it to us who are the poor, the
captives, the blind, the brokenhearted, and the oppressed in the
grip of sin and its effects. To us who, regardless of how long we
have been walking with the Lord, desperately need his grace.

As we receive God’s word and grace to us, what happens after
that? For camp, there are four motions we are focusing on as we
think about the theme, “Proclaim.”
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In this passage, I see a Downward movement. That is, God
coming to us. And does he ever! Zephaniah 3:17 tells us that
God is not one who comes begrudgingly, but he will “rejoice over
you with gladness… exult over you with loud singing.” Christ
knew what lay ahead, but came out of his love for us.

Then comes Inward and Upward. We are called to be disciples
of Jesus; to take his word in deeply and allow it to transform us.
And like the Psalmist, joyfully proclaim back to God the truths he
speaks over us, “I love the LORD, because he has heard my
voice… Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful”
(Ps. 116: 1, 5). And as we are caught up in this convection
current of discipleship, we begin to overflow and move Outward.
Jesus begins the ministry, and we are called to continue it with
him. My prayer for camp and this year is for students to be in
deep and loving discipleship with Jesus; pray that they get
caught up in the his current.

Downward

Inward and Upward



Summer Celebration

The Hospitality Ministry hosted GVBC’s first Summer
Celebration on July 3, 2022. It was an indoor picnic
and the first all-church luncheon since the pandemic.
Chef Harvey Ujimori created a menu for the event
that included chili and rice, grilled hot dogs, and
hamburgers, with all the trimmings, chips, cookies,
and drinks. We had a fantastic multi-generational/
multi-congregational team composed of college-aged
volunteers, young adults, volunteers aged 30 – 80,
and volunteers from the Nihongo Ministry.

The team prayed before
everyone came to get their
lunch, and God revealed His
presence. More than 250
English and Nihongo
congregation members
came to join the festivities.
There was joyful energy in
the Community Hall as the
church family spent time
together in fellowship. His
Spirit filled the room and
filled our hearts with JOY! It
was heartwarming to
witness how much our
church family loved being
together. We were blessed!

Jessie Carrara



Art Pack Outreach

Last year, we gave out over 400 backpacks to every
student at Chapman Elementary School. It was such

a blessing to see the smiles of the students and their
families and connect with over 400 families that live

right around our neighborhood here in Gardena.
 

This year, we're back at it again, but since the
backpacks can mostly still be used, we will be giving
away Art Packs this year. Pick up a Starter Pack with

full instructions after church on Sunday or any time
during normal office hours at church.

 
Don't want to shop? We can pack an Art Pack for you
for just $25 per Art Pack. Make a check to GVBC with
"Local School Outreach" in the Memo or give it online,

selecting "Local School Outreach" in the drop-down
menu.

 
Art Packs are due Sunday, August 7, 2022, which

gives us time to distribute everything at the Welcome
Back School Assembly a few days later.

 
Let's continue to bless local families in our

neighborhood with the love of Jesus Christ.

Pastor James Chang



Missions Report
Linda Hayashi

Tommy Park

By the time you read this, Lord willing and
Visa problem solved, Tommy should be at his
Japan placement in Hirosaki, Aomori
prefecture as the Tohoku Serve Asia
Coordinator. Tommy is fully funded (thank
you everyone!!) and rearing to go!! Tommy
says “Thank you again for journeying with
me….I love you so much!”

Japan OMF

Becky and Mike Mann

Becky covets our prayers. Her daughter Melanie
has been diagnosed with breast cancer.

Melanie has been having chest pains and went
to get tested. Doctors confirmed she has breast

cancer and it is spreading. Please pray for
healing and proper medical treatment for

Melanie. Melanie and her husband, Paul, and
their two daughters live in Las Vegas.

Thailand

Ken and Diane Kudo

After serving for 47 years, Ken and Diane are retiring from
missions in Brazil. They have served in their church to
Japanese Brazilians the entire time. Ken has mentored two
elders of the church and recently saw them through the
ordination process. The church is well taken care of. They
will hopefully be leaving Brazil in May 2023 in order to
attend and celebrate their grandson’s graduation from Cal
Poly SLO.

Brazil - Overseas Crusade



July Board Updates

July 5, 2022 Board Meeting Notes

The board approved the May 2022 Financial Statement and
the June Income Statement. May finances, which cover 5
Sundays, were closed out with a net monthly surplus near
$15,500. Net revenue for the year is in the black by about
$11,000. June income was $96,611, but year-to-date 2022
income for the first six months of the year is about $50,000
below the same time period in 2021. 

The board reviewed and approved the School Outreach
Fundraiser to supply art packs for Chapman Elementary
students. Similar to the approach of developing and nurturing
our long-term support and engagement with Rifu Chapel in
Japan, the Smiths in Brazil, and the Mann’s in Thailand, we
are seeking to establish an ongoing partnership with
Chapman Elementary School. We thank you for helping to
reach the goal of 400 art packs for Chapman Elementary
students!

The board discussed and acknowledged several staffing
changes: Tammy Hernandez will be stepping down from the
Early Childhood Coordinator position after faithfully serving in
the role for over 8 years; Odelia Hui will be joining the media
team as a summer intern, working with Michelle Schneider;
and Misaki Tateishi will be stepping into the Early Childhood
position, working with Susan Wakuta, but also as an intern as
opposed to a coordinator. The Board was appreciative of
Tammy’s many years of service to the GVBC family and
welcomes Odelia and Misaki to their new roles. As a special
note, typically the Senior Pastor would be responsible for
making staffing decisions. In the absence of a Senior Pastor,
staffing decisions are being made in a collaboration between
the Pastoral staff, the Board, and the Personnel Committee.

The Pastoral Search Committee is continuing, through mid-
July, in a season of interviewing.

Both the Board and the PSC thank you for your continued
prayers and support!

Hermann Schurr

Odelia Hui

Misaki Tateishi

Tammy Hernandez

Chapman Outreach



Donations and Flowers are given in honor or loving memory:

Anonymous >>> Yoneko Kawahara

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

F a m i l y
N e w s

Letters
Dear GVBC Family,
Thank you for your kind expression of sympathy.
Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.
 
The Family of Toy Sato

New Baby
Mia Joy Hioki

Parents: Cindy & Shoki Hioki
Born June 21st, 2022

5.5lbs, 19.3in

Flowers



1630 W. 158TH ST.1630 W. 158TH ST.1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247GARDENA, CA 90247GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683310-323-5683310-323-5683
GVBC@GVBC.NETGVBC@GVBC.NETGVBC@GVBC.NET

Services
In-Person English: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
Online English: 10:30 AM
In-Person & Online Nihongo: 10:30 AM

Calendar
7/23 - Summer Game Night: 4 PM~9:30 PM @ 218/220
8/02~04 - Art Camp: 8:30 AM~12:30 PM
8/08 - 2022 Golf Tournament @ Rio Hondo GC
8/12~14 - GVBC Family Camping Trip @ Big Bear
8/28 - James Ordination
9/04 - Missions Sunday

Links
Website: www.gvbc.net
Youtube: www.bit.ly/GVBCyoutube
GVBC App: www.bit.ly/GVBCapp


