
G A R D E N A  V A L L E Y  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H

We’ve been disrupted. Seemingly every facet of our lives has been interrupted. Since March,
people have been wrestling with disruption and despair. The protests, riots, and looting of the
recent past are all some expression of despair. Despair is a form of hopelessness. Despair is
the result of the premature anticipation that the promises of God will not be fulfilled. Joseph’s
story in the book of Genesis is an example of dreams that dissolved in despair. His life was
disrupted so severely that it led to despair. Genesis 40:14 records his poignant cry from prison
to the cup bearer whose dream he had just interpreted, “But when all goes well with you,
remember me...” But verse twenty-three of the same chapter reads, “The cup bearer however,
did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.” Joseph must have despaired.
 
Has God forgotten us? Pandemics—or in Joseph’s family’s case, famines—tempt us to think
God has forgotten us. Joseph had to either collapse or adapt to his situation. There is no other
option. There is no middle ground. How was he going to reinvent himself, first in slavery and
then in prison? Crisis is the great revealer. And what crisis has revealed about America in recent
days tempts us to despair. Crisis revealed that Joseph would persevere despite disruption and
despair. Perhaps one key reason Joseph endured past each crisis was the memory, however
distant of the God given dreams of the past which hinted at God’s plans which will never fail.
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DISRUPTION, DESPAIR, AND DREAMS
BY PASTOR DOUG

1

3

3

4

5

5

7

8

"But when all goes well with
you, remember me and show
me kindness; mention me to
Pharaoh and get me out of

this prison."
Genesis 40:14



Experiencing Jesus our Healer: As we properly ensure our people and facility maintain
safety and sanitary standards, how might we also invite Jesus to come in power and bring
healing to those in despair and bring renewed strength to those who are weak?
Expanding our GVBC Outreach: How do we create a well-integrated online and offline
worship experience that effectively expands our outreach?
Deepening our GVBC Story: How has this pandemic deepened our faith and how can we
use this generation’s technology to help make our testimony come alive?
Manifesting God’s Justice: What if local church communities like ours were our nation’s
exemplars of social justice for the marginalized and racial reconciliation just as Jesus
showed throughout his ministry?  

Disruption and despair (slavery and imprisonment) had transformed an arrogant teenage boy
(Genesis 37:5-10) into the humble servant, who when asked if he could interpret Pharaoh’s
dream replied, “I cannot do it, but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.” Then in three
different verses (41:25, 28, 32) Joseph points to God’s revelation, intention, and His firm
decision. Dreams had reenter Joseph’s life. Disruption and despair took a back seat.
 
After two years of languishing in prison Pharaoh has a dream. Joseph’s own dreams, forgotten
so long ago, suddenly seem relevant again. Oddly, Pharaoh’s dream leads to the fulfillment of
Joseph’s dreams. They are linked. God is preparing Joseph, his family, the nation of Egypt, and
much of the Middle East, for their own unresolvable pandemic – seven years of famine. God
given dreams are the answer needed to survive their pandemic.
 
But notice the dreams also come with practical steps of application. Joseph the dreamer is
also an administrator. In Genesis 41:33-36, Joseph makes very specific suggestions that will
help the nation of Egypt navigate a precarious future. These same specific measures will save
Joseph’s own family when they heard there was food in Egypt. Interpreting the dreams was not
enough. The interpretation saved no one. Rather, it was the inspired recommendations found in
these verses that saved Egypt and Joseph’s family.
 
The dreams do not end the famine, but they provide a way to move forward into the future.
The famine (pandemic & riots) drives Joseph’s brothers into his presence and God’s purpose
for the future of Israel. God could have easily brought rain and made the growing of crops
possible again, thus ending the famine. But if He had, Joseph would never have been reunited
with his family and there would have been no Exodus or Passover stories which are so
connected to Christ’s atoning work and our Easter celebrations. 
 
During these weeks of sheltering in, many have struggled with despair at some point.
Everyone’s lives have been disrupted. But few have had dreams. Godly dreams push away
despair and disruption. Godly dreams shift our focus onto things that are on God’s heart. Godly
dreams will always bring glory to God. As we slowly prepare for reopening, what might be some
of God’s dreams for our future? Here are a few things we have been praying about: 
 

1.

2.

3.

4.

 
Will you pray alongside our GVBC Board and Staff as we open our hearts toward God’s
dreams?
 
Praying for God’s dreams,
Pastor Doug



Lately in the Japanese congregation, we have started an open young adult zoom gathering. With everything online
lately, starting the group was easier, adjusting to everyone’s schedules. I wanted to start things earlier in the year
(before Stay-at-Home), but everyone’s schedule was crazy! It has been an opportunity to also invite people who
were previously in and out of community. I was encouraged to see my wife, Yumi, take initiative with this, and it is a
joy to lead together. Right now, we are going through a series on Boundaries in Relationships. As we fellowship and
keep one another accountable, we consider more deeply how the relationships we were raised in affect how we
interact with both others and the Lord.
 
The group is open to any young adult, and we encourage married couples to join with us as well. However, the only
restriction is that you must be a Japanese speaker. So, if you feel led and have the opportunity, we would love to
fellowship and encourage each other in the Lord! I believe God is beginning to strengthen the young adult
community within the Japanese congregation, and it is exciting to see Him at work.
 

Children, preschool to 5th grade, are invited to embark on an epic online adventure at “Knights of North Castle”
Vacation Bible School. These brave knights travel on a quest to find the King’s armor: Belt of Truth, Breastplate of

Justice, Sandals of Peace, Shield of Faith, and Helmet of Salvation (Ephesians 6:10-17). They will discover how the
armor works in the lives of well-known Bible characters and also in their own lives as they follow Jesus.

 
The children will enjoy watching a daily, 1 hour episode on YouTube with a familiar format of worship, skit, Bible

lesson, craft, and recreation. There will also be an element of surprise! To make it interactive, each family will
receive a box containing bags for each day of materials to be used during VBS.

 
Due to copyright issues these videos will be available in a closed setting and will be taken off YouTube once VBS

week is over. However, because it is over the internet, we have the potential of hosting a larger audience.
 

We look forward to having your children join us for online VBS this year. Registration is on our website from June 7-
28, 2020. It will definitely not be the same without seeing and hugging the children or hearing their laughter and
heartfelt singing. But my hope and trust is in God; and that His love will break through any screen. We greatly

appreciate your prayers!

NIHONGO YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Vacation Bible School, July 13-17                                             Susan Wakuta, Children's Director

BY TOMMY MORSE, PASTORAL INTERN



         At the beginning of the quarantine, my chest started hurting. Panicked, I thought the worse, but
it was just a muscle strain. It  was one of many instances during quarantine that made my family

wrestle with uncertainty. With new events that recently unfolded, my family’s hearts and spiri ts have
been in more turmoil and confusion. We have many questions for God and we are sti l l  trying to hold

on to a ray of hope that we received at the end of May about our fr iend Anna. In l ight of what’s
happening, I want to share Anna’s experience of her diff icult Covid-19 recovery. It  is a powerful

testimony of faith for my family. She and her family contracted Covid-19 at the beginning of May, and
it got so bad that she was unsure if she fel l  asleep that she would wake up. Even before Covid, my

friend had shown my family that she was so faithful. She would always share things to encourage and
uplift ,  l ike praise songs or prayer. In addit ion to working ful l  t ime, being a caretaker for her

grandfather and a mother of f ive, she served at her church. She’d never blame God for the many
challenges in her l i fe, but instead offered up praises of how God was keeping her going. As she
batt led for her l i fe, she clung to God. She fought to breathe, to rest, and regain consciousness. 

         
Through it al l ,  she kept embracing her faith any way she could. She created a prayer corner next to
her bed and had a blanket made of Christian concert t-shirts. As Anna headed towards the hardest
part of her recovery, she sent pictures of crosses with scripture to al l  of the people pull ing for her
with a text saying “share.” Finally recovered, Anna learned about al l  the many faithful people that

prayed and came together to help her family. She and the Lord taught my family that while faith isn’t
easy, God is there no matter what happens. Faith can’t prevent us from being sick or hurt, but i t ’s
how we hold steadfast to God’s caring and love during turbulent t imes. My family is sti l l  struggling

with uncertainty. If  you need prayer or help and feel as uncertain as we do, we know deeply what you
are going through and wil l  support you. Hopefully we wil l  be able to walk that road of uncertainty l ike

Anna did, knowing that God is by our side and sees what’s ahead of us.

PARENT CORNER
Providing Support and Keeping Up with Our GVBC Parents! 

Family Encouragement

T A M M Y  H E R N A N D E Z  &  F A M I L Y

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to
obey all the law my servant Moses gave you;

do not turn from it to the right or to the
left, that you may be successful wherever

you go. Keep this Book of the Law always on
your lips; meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do everything

written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful. Have I not commanded you? Be

strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God

will be with you wherever you go.” 
Joshua 1:7-9

In this prolonged period of uncertainty, how do we
navigate and f ind our way? Think of how Joshua must
have felt after Moses died, entrusting him with the
responsibi l i ty of leading God’s people into the promised
land. In Joshua 1:7-9, the Lord encourages Joshua. The
key to effectively dealing with uncertainty is f irmly placing
our confidence in God, not in ourselves. When we are
meditating on His Word and l iving each day in obedience
to Him, we wil l  experience God’s peace and presence,
which wil l  enable us to be strong and courageous even in
the midst of the turbulence that surrounds us. May this be
our daily prayer: “Lord, I don’t have all  the answers, but I
place my confidence in you today, and I know you’re with
me as I go through this.”  Let’s place our confidence in
God and be strong and courageous this month!

Word of Wisdom
P A S T O R  D A N I E L



This unprecedented Pandemic has affected our
missionaries throughout the world. Please keep them in
your thoughts and prayers during these turbulent times.
 
 
Tom and Val Demorest – Citylights Long Beach
They are doing relatively well. The church is learning to use
Zoom technology for Sunday services. They have become
even more intentional in their ministry, and are transitioning
to online giving for their financial needs.
 
 
James Choung – InterVarsity
Jinhee’s sister-in-law, Jiyoung, has sarcoma. Please pray for
healing, peace and grace for the entire family. James and
Jinhee have gotten into a rhythm trading off work and child
care and are doing fine. James needs more connection with
Jesus and is more attentive to carve out that time.
 
 
Cyril Nishimoto – Iwa
Healthy, still running. Cyril is now working from home but
keeping in contact with IWA President, Stan Inouye, via
weekly videoconferencing. They are gaining deep insight on
how the Japanese tea ceremony is infused with significant
Christian values of communion. IWA received a SBC PPP
loan for their short term financial needs but have concerns
about future ministry funding.
 

As reported last month, COVID-19 has greatly impacted missions. Our 2019 Advent Conspiracy offering was
earmarked for sending our three short-term teams. While it was not possible to send teams to Japan and Brazil this
summer, we have been able to send special financial aid to assist them with some unexpected needs. And as our
twelve long-term missionaries have encountered financial strain due to the pandemic, they will be receiving one-time
gifts to help meet their needs during these unprecedented times. The majority of funds will continue to be allocated
for ministry in Japan, Brazil, and Thailand.

ADVENT CONSPIRACY UPDATE BY BOB MATSUSHIMA, MISSIONS COMMITTEE

MISSIONARY REPORTS BY BOB MATSUSHIMA, MISSIONS COMMITTEE

Demorest Family

Cyril Nishimoto

James Choung



Minako Fujimoto – JEMS
Healthy thus far, praise the Lord. JEMS office is closed and
she is working from home. Mt Hermon is cancelled but they
are looking for innovative ways to minister to families. The
JEMS short term missions team to Japan has been
cancelled. She is enjoying studying God’s Word with her
extra time.
 
 
Jojo and Heather DeGuzman – Cru
Shelter-in-place is a challenge with three energetic children
in Florida. They are still in contact with friends in East Asia.
Please pray for safety for his family, wisdom in coaching
friends in East Asia in gospel living and fulfillment to their call
to follow Jesus.
 
 
Dan and Casi Brown – SIM
Doing a lot of ministry via video and zoom. We have been
able to send on-line worship service links to our friends who
do not attend church. Follow up conversations with them
have been great. It is a blessing to be able to use this extra
time to have English study time for their kids. Isaiah 6:1-4
reminds us that our Sovereign Lord is worthy of worship!!
 
 
Reports from Tommy Dyo (Cru), Corenne and Philip Smith
(IM-Brazil), Fred and Jane Tanaka (Child Evangelism
Fellowship-Japan), Mike and Becky Mann (IM-Thailand) and
Ken and Diane Kudo (OC-Brazil) have been reported in the
Spirit from January to May, 2020.

MISSIONARY REPORTS CONTINUED

For more information about our missionary partners, please visit:  https://www.gvbc.net/globalmissions

Minako Fujimoto 

DeGuzman Family

Brown Family



FAMILY NEWS
Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory:

FLOWERS LETTERS

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified

FROM TO
Howard & Sawako Imatomi Mark Gohata 

(Pipe Organ/Piano Repair)

Dear Pastoral Staff & GVBC Family,
Thank you so much for the beautiful floral arrangement you

sent me after I returned from the hospital and Lomita Rehab
Center. The flowers were so nice it raised my spirits and definitely
put a big smile on my face! 

I thank you for your prayers and emotional support, especially 
our precious Lord who walked with me every day and night, so I
knew He was me, holding my hand and supporting my back
injuries each step of the way.

Your continued prayers, phone calls and text messages have
encouraged me and I appreciate each of you! You are wonderful!
Love you all, 

Yuri Ogawa

Dear Brothers and Sisters at GVBC,
I want to thank you for your prayers and calls. They will forever be
remembered and appreciated. Thank you for the flowers. May our
Lord bless all for your thoughtfulness.

David Araya

The Gardena Emergency Food Pantry would like to THANK YOU
for your generous donation. For over 40 years, the Food Pantry
has been able to extend a helping hand to individuals and families
in our community with food, bus tokens, case management and
homeless services. Our resources have been impacted due to
COVID-19 but your donation allows us to continue to serve our
Gardena residents. We appreciate your support, together we will
overcome and continue our mission to assist our community.
With gratitude,

Team Gardena (Gardena Human Services Dept.)

CONDOLENCES

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Robert & Tammy Cosare on the birth of their
grandson, Maverick. He was born on June 1, weighing 6 lbs. 11 oz.,
and 20 inches long. Proud parents are Maleia (Cosare) & Tom
Phillips.

Gohata/Nishimoto families on the passing of Mark Gohata,
who passed away on May 19.
David Fujiura's wife, Irene Fujiura, passed away on
Thursday, May 21. The family will be having a public viewing at
Fukui Mortuary ( 707 E. Temple Street Los Angeles, CA
90012) on Tuesday, June 23 from 8:30-9:30am. Safe social
distancing practices will be observed. Her private family-only
funeral service will start that same day from 10am. If you would
like to view her service, please use this
link: https://vimeo.com/425958218/349e079d0c

Our condolences to these families upon the loss of their loved ones:

Mark Gohata Irene Fujiura

Maverick Cosare



1630 W. 158TH ST.

GARDENA, CA 90247

310-323-5683

gvbc@gvbc .net

 

 

ONLINE SERVICE TIMES
10:00 AM - gvbc.net/sundayservice
10:45 AM - live.gvbc-jp.net/

English
Nihongo

For all our latest videos, please subscribe to our Youtube Channel: 
bit.ly/GVBCyoutube

Join us for After Service Fellowship:
bit.ly/GVBCafterservice

 

Watch our series every Wednesday @ 5:00 PM:
 Stories Of Faith


