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CENTERING ON CHRIST
BY PASTOR DOUG, SENIOR PASTOR

"However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish
the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-the task of testifying to
the good news of God’s grace." - Acts 20:24
 
As we launch out into 2020 it might be helpful to remind ourselves what we are about
as a church. In the above passage Paul identifies his chief task as that of testifying to
the good news of God’s grace. Anyone who is a disciple of Jesus has the same task.
This assignment is found in our mission statement - “Helping people discover Jesus
and become His fully devoted followers”. This is not simply our church’s mission
statement, but also our own personal mission statement as it summarizes each
Christian’s life purpose.
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Whom has God placed in your life? More than likely the people God wants us to
begin building relationships with are people we already know. Ask God to place before
you the name of 3-5 acquaintances or colleagues whom He will then empower you to
pray for your relationship with them. Specifically that you would know how to befriend
them. The goal is not to make these people your best friends or people you will deeply
entrust yourself to, but rather, those whom you will serve. Next to each name on your
prayer list write down particular details about their marriage, children, finances,
hobbies, and the like which you will be praying over. Learn to have an interest in their
world without precondition or an agenda. You are learning to love them.

What is their worldview? Most people have a potpourri of self-contradictory beliefs
which include some version of God, but rarely the God of the Bible. Snatches of
conversation, passing comments, and value statements will tell you what they really
believe and what is important to them. Which movies do they love? Which TV shows
do they watch? What do they buy? Which websites do they frequent? As a friend
would, take an interest in their world and ask questions that will help you understand
their beliefs. Gently ask them to help you understand why they believe as they do.
When they tell stories of suffering and loss, kindly ask them how they dealt with such
challenges. Often, this is the key point in the conversation as it shows you the limits of
their belief system. 

How can you be a friend? It has been said that friends accept you as you are.
However, friends also do not let friends stay in places of suffering with no way out. It
has also been said that people don’t care how much you know until they know how
much you care. We have to earn the right to be trusted and listened to. When people
have experienced unresolved pain and purposeless suffering with little resources to
deal with these challenges they are more open to receiving care. Even as Jesus has
called us friends (John 15:15), he desires to do the same with them. It is at this point in
the conversation where one can ask them what resources they have to face their
difficulty, if what they believe has sufficiently answered their dilemma. By showing them
the inadequacy of what they believe one can prayerfully lead them to their Creator who
loves them and gave Himself for them.

How do we accomplish this assignment in 2020? For the sake of brevity, I will focus on the
first half of our mission statement; “Helping people discover Jesus”. These three questions
may help us frame our approach to testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 
 

 

 

 
Even as God, through Jesus Christ, entered our world and provided a way out of our sin
when there seemed to be no way, we too can be vehicles to help people find God. This
year I hope to learn more about how to testify to the good news of God’s grace. I pray that
you will join me in this task so that together we might bring glory to God in 2020!
 
Pastor Doug

I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not
know his master’s business.
Instead, I have called you

friends, for everything that I
learned from my Father I have

made known to you.
 

John 15:15



WORK DAY
Thank you to our volunteers, including our leader Mas Kushigemachi, the
youth group, and Will Kwan and his helpers for a productive Work Day on
Saturday, January 4. We were able to:
 

- Clean and sanitize the Early Childhood rooms. Thank you, youth!
- Take down all the Christmas decorations in the community hall,
narthex, sanctuary and room 201.
- Repair our sanctuary pews. Will and crew worked on around 8 pews,
installing and painting plates to hold the cracked pew footings in place.
 

We are grateful to all our volunteers for their commitment towards keeping
GVBC beautiful. Work Days are normally held the first Saturdays of every
month. February Work Day is cancelled, so the next one will be Saturday,
March 7. All are welcomed to join in!

Samiyo Kawamoto has left a lasting legacy at GVBC. She was born in Japan and worked
as a nurse during the war. She immigrated to the U.S. and landed in Chicago, Illinois,
where she met Miyuki Hayashi (former Nichigo member, now deceased) at the YMCA while
taking English classes. She married, with Mr. & Mrs. Hayashi the only people at their
ceremony. Mr. & Mrs. Kawamoto did not have any children, and after Mr. Kawamoto passed
away, Samiyo visited Gardena, where the Hayashis had moved. She decided to move to
California, too, and bought a condo in the same building as the Hayashis. She attended
GVBC’s Nichigo service with the Hayashis and they did many things together. She became
a member in 2001, and passed away in 2003.
 
Even though Samiyo was not a GVBC member very long, she left a lasting legacy. From her
estate, a large portion was designated to the Building fund. A Pastoral Staff Housing fund
was also established, and was used as a co-investment for Pastor Eiji Osato’s home.
Without the co-investment, we could not have brought Pastor Eiji here to GVBC, as the cost
of living is so high. We are very blessed Mrs. Kawamoto continues to make a big impact at
GVBC.

SAMIYO KAWAMOTO



MEAL TRAIN
Just added a new member to their family (whether by birth or by adoption).
An immediate family member was just released from the hospital.
An immediate family member just passed away.

The Meal Train Target Ministry seeks to share the love of Jesus with our GVBC community. Our goal is to provide meals to those who:

During 2019, we provided meals for five families who welcomed new babies into their lives, three individuals recuperating at home after
hospitalization, and two families grieving the loss of loved ones. One of the families writes, “Meal Train came through for us during the
early weeks of raising our newborn. Knowing a meal was on its way to our door was the provision and grace of Jesus Christ toward us.
Meal Train even became a meaningful testimony to our unchurched neighbor who was deeply impressed that a church community
would do this for one another.”
 
We are currently a crew of about 40 volunteers and we would love to increase our number!  Even if you don’t cook you can still help by
picking up a take-out meal and delivering it to a recipient. If you’re interested, please contact Peggy Kushigemachi at the church office.

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
The GVBC Friday Food Ministry finished the year with an awesome
Christmas dinner. We served “Back Home in Lahaina’s” popular Lahaina
Fried Chicken as the main dish. Our crew prepared teri-weiners, rice, green
salad, fresh broccoli/carrot mix, garlic bread, Christmas cookies, and Tang.
Families from Girl Scout Troop 6985 provided care packages, Leora Sunada
provided bottled water, and Sharon Fujita provided crocheted hats, and they
were passed out to everyone! Gary Yoshiba and Robert Hirano led our
praise team and Adam Marshall gave a wonderful Christmas devotional.
Thank you Roger Sato of “Back Home in Lahaina”, for your generous
donation of 2 trays of tasty chicken!
 
Just want to give a big “Thank You!!!” to everyone who is a part of and
serves in our ministry held at St. John’s Lutheran Church! It’s been another
blessed year for this ministry and it couldn’t be done without all of your
hands and hearts! Give God the Glory!!!
 
If you would like to join this ministry, please contact Gerald Mayewaki at
gvbc@gvbc.net.

BY GERALD MAYEWAKI

BY LAUREN BUTT



MISSIONS
By God’s grace, Tommy is entering into his third decade of full time Christian
ministry! By the generosity of the community, he is able to continue his work
with Epic Movement, currently focusing on coaching and mentoring leaders who
can reach even more students, faculty, and the community with the Gospel.
Tommy has been traveling extensively developing national and international
leaders, as well as meeting with key students who are considering a career in
ministry. He is very humbled to participate in these national and global venues.
However, with these exciting ministry activities, he has overlooked to
adequately fund his personal ministry account.

Please pray for Tommy as he needs to raise an additional $2,000 per month to cover ministry costs.
IV, AACF, Navigators, and Epic Movement are gathering national leaders to discuss long term partnering and strategy (mid March).
Need more campus missionaries on campus, especially in Japan, South East Asia, and East Asia.
Need people to join Summer Missions Teams. 
Dyo Family; that we be an effective witness to our extended family and community

Please pray for them:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

TOMMY DYO EPIC MOVEMENT

SHORT-TERM MISSIONS APPLICATIONS
The Brazil team will serve June 20-July 2 and the Japan team will serve June 24-July 8. Applications for both teams are available on the

website https://www.gvbc.net/globalmissions or the Narthex counter. Applications and references must be in the GVBC office by
February 2 at 12:15 PM.

 
Our short-term mission trips to Brazil (2020), Japan (2020) and Thailand (2021) are funded by Advent Conspiracy 2019. Advent
Conspiracy is a movement to spend less money on Christmas presents and spend more time (presence) with family, in order to

reallocate spending on missions. Because of your generous giving in 2019, Advent Conspiracy raised over $67,000!

On December 21st, Nihongo ministry hosted Handel’s Messiah Concert in
Japanese. The choir led by Naoko Suga was made up of members from various
churches, and even a few attendees to our church’s ESL class. Some of them
were actually non-believers, so it was great to hear from them how much they
enjoyed practicing with Naoko while hearing the Gospel story in the Japanese
lyrics. They were accompanied by the youth Messiah orchestra, directed by
Hanna Tatsuki. Over 150 people came, and it was a good opportunity to reach
out to the Japanese speaking community. The choir is open for anyone who is
interested in joining next year. Help celebrate our savior’s birth in Japanese!

MESSIAH CONCERT



Looking back and connecting the dots, I see a power bigger than myself. All of my life,
I was living through time thinking it was me that handled the hurdles of life. Born in the
U.S., raised in Australia and spending my high school days in Japan, life was full of
new experiences that came with many hurdles. Identity issues, educational, financial
and personal struggles – I tried to control by myself. I came back to the U.S. to follow
my dream of attending UC Berkeley. After what seemed impossible situations made
possible, I came to appreciate a power bigger than me leading the way to the right
places at the right times. I decided to go to GVBC with my good friend Takashi. After
the service, Takashi, Shoki & Aki prayed for me. I noticed myself in tears. I was certain
that a higher power existed, so I decided to let go of the wheel in my life and have God
take control. I believe I was guided by Jesus Christ to choose Him as my Savior.

I was born in Fukuoka, Japan. My first encounter with Jesus was when I was 12 years
old. My friend invited me to an ESL class at a church in Shibuya, Tokyo. After class the
missionary pastor asked, “Does anyone want to join the Bible Study after this?” I said,
“Yes!” and attended, but that became the first and last time for many years. I was 16
years old when my family came to California in 1964. I have a cousin who is a long time
member of this church. She invited my wife and me for lunch about 10 years ago. My
cousin was telling us many things about this church, but my wife was not interested in
Christian faith, and because I wanted to come with my wife, I decided not to come, too.
Last March, my cousin called to invite me to church, and then again in August, so I
decided to come, though my wife would not be with me. I tried both English 1st service
and Nihongo 2nd service. Actually, it is easier for me to listen to Sunday messages in
Japanese, so I kept attending both services. I decided to get baptized to live the rest of
my life with Jesus. I will follow His guidance by reading the Bible. I believe that Lord
Jesus died on the cross for me and resurrected in three days. I do not have much
knowledge about the Bible, but I am willing to live according to God’s plan.

BAPTISM

I was born in Fukuoka Japan and had no chance to go to church in Japan. I got to
know Hiroko Tokubo, a member of GVBC Nihongo, about 5 years ago. At that time,
Hiroko was going through a very difficult time of her life, but I could see that she was
walking with God. I was facing a very challenging situation at that time and started
seeking God. I will turn 70 years old next year in January and decided to make a new
start, which meant becoming a Christian. Pastor Eiji helped me to understand that sin
means living without God and God wants us to come back to Him to live with Him. I did
not know God for almost 65 years in my life, but now I have decided to change the
direction of my life. I want to live the rest of my life with God and for God. I believe that
Jesus Christ died on a cross for my sin and resurrected. Jesus is now my Lord and
Savior and I will follow Him.



Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory:

FAMILY NEWS
FLOWERS LETTERS

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified

FROM TO
Ken & Sally Furuta

Brian & Joyce Gohata

Gene & Masumi Aoki

Jean Nojima

Yuri Ogawa

Carl Furuta

Tom & Jan Gohata

Gene’s Uncle

Lyman

Molly Nishimoto

Congratulations, Annette! Our former Assistant Pastor, Annette
Kakimoto, received her Doctor of Ministry at Azusa Pacific
University. She completed her project, went through her Oral
Defense and passed, and was able to participate in the School of
Theology Commissioning Ceremony on Saturday, December 14.
 
“I definitely did not go through this by myself, for you as my GVBC
church family have been with me all along!” Annette exclaimed.
 
We are so happy her long journey was fruitful!

Our condolences to the family of Motonobu Shikasho, our Nihongo
member who passed away on December 30. A Memorial service
will be held at GVBC on Saturday, January 18 at 11 AM with
Pastor Eiji officiating.

Dear GVBC,
On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry, we would
like to thank you for your generous donations. For over 40 years,
the Food Pantry has been able to extend a helping hand to
individuals and families in our Gardena community with emergency
food, bus tokens, case management and homeless services. We
would like to thank you for your support in enhancing the quality of
life for our residents. Together we can continue our mission to
assist our residents. 

Thank you, Gardena Human Services

Dear GVBC,
We are very, very grateful for the love gift from GVBC. [You] are on
our hearts because of the love and faithfulness. We are being
upheld by Him and His people at GVBC through your prayers most
of all, and by your monetary support! There are seven people,
whom we are praying that the Lord would supply in the next three
years (whether or not we'll still be around is a moot question, but!):
1. National Director  (Current is semi-retired while still pastoring)
2. Education Director
3. Translator
4. Internet Expert
5. Office Staff
6. Computer Expert
7. Indoor/Outdoor Maintenance Person 
Much love...Please take good care during the New Year, too! Jane
Tanaka, for Fred, too

Missionaries in Japan

CONGRATULATIONS
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MINISTRY OUTLOOK
January 15th
February 7th-8th 
February 7th-9th
February 9th
February 14th-16th
February 14th-16th
February 17th
February 23rd
 
 
 

Thailand Missions Trip
Marriage Conference

Youth Camp
Children’s Ministry Sweetheart Snack

Children's Winter Camp
College Retreat

President's Day - OFFICE CLOSED
Annual Business Meeting

 


