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GVBC Family, It is hard to believe that our state has been locked down since early
March. Needless to say, for most of us, it has been a very difficult two months.
Many of us have faced one or more burdens: financial challenges, social isolation,
emotional distress, mental anxiety, health or medical issues, future uncertainty
and spiritual dryness. These burdens threaten our quality of life, our comfort, our
security, our joy, etc. Perhaps the most difficult part of all is not knowing IF or
WHEN things will get better. And yet, we read in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, that we
are commanded to give thanks to God in everything. I find that in my own life it is
easy to give thanks when life is going great and stress-free. Was Paul serious
when he said to give thanks IN EVERYTHING? Does that include hard times of
suffering, as well? Does that include months of staying home without pay while
fearing a global health crisis? In short. yes. Not only is being thankful a command
for ALL believers in ALL circumstances of life, Paul goes so far as to say that it is
God’s will for our lives. How can this be?
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“in everything give thanks;
for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thess 5:18

"And we know that in all
things God works for the
good of those who love him,
who have been
called according to his
purpose."
Romans 8:28

As believers, our thankfulness ultimately hides securely under the umbrella
promises that God gives His children, like Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.” In God’s sovereignty, He providentially takes all of life’s
situations, both good and bad, and uses them for the ultimate good of all
believers. Even in our current situation, God takes difficulty and hardship and turns
them into blessings and a cause for joy for believers. Furthermore, we read
numerous passages in the Bible that explain to us why God lets His children
experience pain and suffering:
It builds perseverance, proven character and hope (Romans 5:3-4)
It grows us into complete spiritual maturity and Christ-likeness (James 1:2-4)
It enhances the reality of our evangelism (2 Corinthians 4:8-12)
It humbles us, exposes our sin, and causes dependence on Him (2 Corinthians
12:7-10)
It allows us to know Christ more intimately (Philippians 3:10)
It provides us evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18-20)
God, therefore, provides a basis for the believers’ attitude of thankfulness even
during the most difficult of times.
I have personally been reflecting on these passages during the past two months.
Being stuck at home with four kids, who are just itching to get out, is not what I
would call the most ideal situation. But the Lord has convicted me in this area of
thanksgiving. And this is something that my wife and I are trying to get our kids to
see, as well. We are thankful for God allowing us to continue to work from home
and earn a living during this economic climate. We are thankful for the additional
time spent with our family since sports and extracurricular activities have been
cancelled. I am thankful for the additional time I have to read, to study and to enter
into deeper devotionals as I prepare for College Ministry messages and Sunday
morning sermons. I am thankful for God bringing to the surface sins that I need to
deal with that have been previously hidden due to my busyness. I am thankful to
see the students in the College Ministry serving the church in different capacities
while discovering their gifts BECAUSE of this pandemic. I am thankful to see
many nonbelievers willing to tune in to online church services where otherwise
they wouldn’t step foot into a church building. And there are many more.
Church family, there is amazing comfort in the fact that we love, serve and worship
a good and faithful God; a God Who holds us securely in His hands and is true to
every one of His promises. Moreover, a God who sovereignly controls and
orchestrates all of life’s situations, both good and bad, for our good and for His
glory. Because of this, it is God’s will for our lives to be thankful in everything. We
believers should truly be the most thankful people on earth.
Bradley Toy
College Ministry Director

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY

BY GERALD MAYEWAKI

On April 17th, the GVBC Friday Food Ministry headed to St John’s to prepare and serve take-out dinners to the
homeless and needy. We served spaghetti, garlic bread, mixed veggies, apple sauce, bottled water, and chocolate
candy. We were blessed by Juliet Schurr’s mother, Kimiyo Sagara, for her kindness in donating her homemade
masks for our guests who needed them, and also for our volunteers. We ask for your continued prayers as we
continue to serve the homeless and needy in our community during these rather challenging and difficult times for
many.

POCKET PARENTING

BY PASTOR DANIEL

No one has more influence in a child's life than his or her parents. But parenting is hard! And with so many
resources out there and no time to read all of them, it can feel overwhelming to know where to look.
Because of this, we decided to create a short, weekly newsletter that we hope families will find helpful, no matter the
age of their children. We're calling it Pocket Parenting, and it’s a resource to keep in one’s "back pocket" during the
week. It's organized into mini sections that include encouragements, family challenges, how families can stay
connected, and more! There are so many different families at GVBC, so we also try to include stories from parents
about how they are seeking to be intentional with their parenting.
During a couple weeks in May, we will be taking a parent assessment to gather information as to how to support
parents, especially during this time. If you are a parent and have not received an online assessment form, please
email: parent@gvbc.net (due May 20).
At this time, there are no in-person parent gatherings planned, but we will continue to provide updates as they
come. Though methods of gathering together have changed over the last couple months, our hope in equipping
parents to disciple their families and to reach more families with the love of Jesus Christ has not changed.
Our vision is for all parents to reflect God’s love and character as they actively invest in the spiritual development of
their children. And perhaps Covid-19 has brought more opportunities for families to be at home together and grow in
their love, understanding of each other, and of course, patience. May this season bring us closer to Jesus Christ
and one another. We invite you to pray alongside us for our GVBC Parents!!!

SHORT TERM MISSIONS UPDATE

BY LINDA HAYASHI

GVBC had planned to send summer teams to Japan and Brazil in June. However, due to COVID-19 and our
inability to travel internationally, we have needed to change our plans. As we have kept in touch with our partners,
we have learned about some unexpected needs as a direct result of the pandemic. We have been able to redirect
some of our Advent Conspiracy funds to help with these special needs.
1. We heard from Rev. Makito Matsuda at Oasis Chapel in Japan about their need to renovate an outdoor worship
space so that they could gather in a safe environment, utilizing physical distance. We were able to respond by
sending funds for the renovation of an existing area, and for the purchase of benches, chairs, and tables for this
worship site.
2. We heard from the Smiths in Brazil about the recent challenges due to the closing of their 4 thrift stores, which
generate one-third of their local income. Not only are they losing revenue, but they still need to pay rent and the
salaries of their staff. We have sent funds to help with the support of these thrift stores, as well as for some
needed repair of the Smiths’ home at Hope Mountain.
We also hope to stay connected with our friends in Japan and Brazil via video or online during these times when we
cannot physically be together. We are planning to send teams next year as the Lord leads and circumstances
permit. In the meantime, our ongoing relationships and prayers continue with our brothers and sisters in Japan and
Brazil.

FAITHFUL PERSEVERANCE

BY KEN & DIANE KUDO

Dear Supporter,
You must be wondering, how are the Kudo’s doing in the global pandemonium?
Well, we WERE ready to execute our exit strategy by ordaining two elders to be pastors. They were to be examined
by a board of pastors. These pastors on the board have been very close to me (Ken) for several decades, and I
have discipled them. They have caught a clear vision for missions and making disciples of the Lord Jesus. But all
this has been put on hold at this time. What has been happening?
We have continued ministering “normally” (everything via internet). I have learned to preach online. All this from our
apartment. On Wednesday, I lead “talking with the pastor” via the internet with questions and answers. The people
love it!!! I am adapting to it, but old dogs do not learn new tricks very fast.
Diane has been training several leaders to counsel families in crisis, so they would be equipped to help these
families be restored to health – all via the internet. It is not her preference, and she is frustrated not being able to
read their body language.
Pray we'll all be encouraged by the Spirit to keep the vision of the Great Commission. We are profoundly grateful for
your standing with us for over 44 years – and counting!
Thank you for your partnership in Christ Jesus, our Lord!
Ken & Diane
For more information about our missionary partners, please visit: https://www.gvbc.net/globalmissions

GVBC ONLINE: TIPS & TRICKS

BY VINCENT FU

Have you tried to watch the latest Stories Of Faith, but didn't know where to find it? Have you tried multiple times to
join the After Service Fellowship, but it just doesn't work? Did you even read the latest Newsletter? These are
questions that we might have asked ourselves while navigating the GVBC website. I will be sharing these Tips &
Tricks for frequently asked questions!
Where can I find the latest updates to the website?
Find out the latest updates to the website in the homepage! Simply open up our website: gvbc.net and scroll
down to find the latest updates section! Here you can read/watch the up to date events occurring in our church!
How do I find more information about our missionary partners?
Simply type into the search engine: gvbc.net/globalmissions
OR
From the homepage, hover over the GIVE tab on the top left of your screen and click on Global Missions.
How do I join the After Service Fellowship on Sundays?
Simply type into the search engine: bit.ly/GVBCafterservice (Note: Link is CAP-sensitive)
OR
From the homepage, hover over the GATHER tab on the top left of your screen and click on Sunday Service.
On that page you will find ALL things pertaining to the Sunday Service including the After Service Fellowship!
Where can I watch the videos? Why does the videos say private? What is a Youtube Premiere?
Head on over to Youtube and search up Gardena Valley Baptist Church in the search bar. This will direct you to
our channel! Sometimes when you click a link to watch a video early, it would not show anything. This is
because certain videos are scheduled to "release" at a certain time/day. Premiere for instance allows our church
body to watch together and interact with each other. Click on the SUBSCRIBE button to receive the latest
updates to our Youtube channel.
If you have any questions, problems, and difficulties navigating the website and other platforms, please
email: vincent.fu@gvbc.net

FAMILY NEWS

FLOWERS
Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory:
FROM
Brian & Joyce Gohata
Yuri Ogawa

TO
Tomio & Jan Gohata
James Ogawa

LETTERS
Dear GVBC Family,
Thank you for the flowers we received on Saturday, little Augustin
keeps us busy but he is a blessing to us. God bless you!
Bruce (Yonamine), Matthew, Dayna and Augie.

Dear GVBC Family,
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support Thank you so much for the gorgeous flower arrangement! My Mom
would have loved the flowers. They were perfect. They were so
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified
thoughtful and we are so grateful for everyone’s loving care and
support!
With thanks and love,
Emi Takamatsu’s Family – Kay & Harvey Ujimori and
Our condolences to these families upon the loss of their loved
Family & Gayle & Rick Wada and Family
ones:
Dear GVBC Family,
The family of Alyce Kuranaga. Alyce passed away on April 8
The Gardena Emergency Food Pantry would like to THANK YOU
due to cardiac complications. There was a private burial service
for your generous donation. For over 40 years, the Food Pantry
at Rose Hills officiated by Pastor Daniel Matsuda. Please pray
has been able to extend a helping hand to individuals & families in
for Alyce's daughter Sharon Yamanaka and her family during
our community with food, bus tokens, case management and
this difficult time.
homeless services. Our resources have been impacted due to
Lisa Nagahori’s mom, Ami Emiko Nagahori, who passed away
COVID-19 but your donation allows us to continue to serve our
on April 23.
Gardena residents. We appreciate your support, together we will
Matt Miyaguchi and family on the passing of his beloved wife,
overcome and continue our mission to assist our community.
Nancy, who passed away on May 1. She will be buried in
With gratitude,
Hawaii.
Team Gardena
The family of Mae Puni, who passed away in early May. She
was living in an assisted care facility with her husband Ernest.

CONDOLENCES

ONLINE SERVICE TIMES
English
Nihongo

10:00 AM - gvbc.net/sundayservice
10:45 AM - live.gvbc-jp.net/

For all our latest videos, please subscribe to our Youtube Channel:
bit.ly/GVBCyoutube
Join us for After Service Fellowship:
bit.ly/GVBCafterservice

1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683
gvbc@gvbc.net

