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As God created the heavens and earth, He made declarations of what He saw as
good. The first time He said “it is not good,” he was referring to man being alone
(Gen. 2:18). He then created Eve, who was able to help better reflect God’s
character together with Adam. Our God is a relational God in Him being the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. He has created us to be in relationship with
Him and one another. And at the heart of relationship is connection; we were
created for connection.
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"The Lord God said, 'It is not
good for the man to be
alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him.'"
Genesis 2:18 NIV

In this day and age, technology has deeply influenced what it means to connect.
There are many means of communication such as phone calls, Facetime, and
direct messaging through apps like Messenger and Line. We can feel like we
know what’s going on in people’s lives as they post pictures on Facebook and
Instagram, even if we have not talked to them in years.

For iGens (people born approximately between 1999-2015), they have never
known a time before the internet. They are also the first generation whose parents
use smartphones and tablets. Technology has impacted all of our relationships,
but what does this particularly mean for iGens? For many of them, communicating
through a device is their most comfortable way to connect with others. They might
even identify who they are online as more true than who they are in person. With
all the benefits that technology has brought, it also comes with a cost. iGen
studies are showing increased depression/suicide rates with increased media
screen time. In general, it seems people are feeling increased isolation. How can
we be so “connected” to one another yet also feel more alone than before? It is
because there is nothing that can replace in-person, authentic, life-giving,
relationships with one another.
During a time like this when connecting through technology is the safer way to
communicate due to Covid-19, I wonder how many of us are longing to meet in
person and see someone face-to-face, rather than facetime-to-facetime. Though
we are thankful for the technology, we long to give hugs and high-fives and to not
be worried if someone’s screen is frozen. I also wonder if this season has caused
us to long to see our Savior Jesus Christ face-to-face.
Though unknown when the time for face-to-face connection will be, I want to
encourage you to remember that our God has a plan to restore the in-person
relationship with Him. Jesus came to earth as Emmanuel, God with us, to provide
a way for us to receive eternal life. And for us who have put our hope in Him, it is
my prayer that we do not lose our desire for the day when we will see Him. I am
reminded of Paul’s words when he said, “For now we see only a reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I am fully known” (1 Cor. 13:12).
God is with us now through the Holy Spirit, but there will come a day reminiscent
of that time in Eden, when man will once again walk with God. After seeing the
new heavens and earth, the Apostle John heard, “Look! God’s dwelling place is
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God” (Rev. 21:3).
Praying for deepened connections with both God and others,
Michelle York, Youth Director

PARENT CORNER
Providing Support and Keeping Up with Our GVBC Parents!

Word of Wisdom
We can make whatever plans we want, but it is God who
directs our steps. He is Sovereign, and he knows what we
need. Perhaps we don't even know how to plan since it
seems each week new changes to Covid-19 guidelines are
implemented. In this season, it can feel overwhelming with
all the uncertainty around us. As we look to His word for
guidance, we see in Psalm 127 that God is the builder, the
overseer, and the giver of rest. He loves to provide what
we need for whatever He wants us to do. Children are gifts
from Him, and though it may not always feel like it when
you feel like you're at the end of your rope, God will supply
what you need in order to invest well into your children.
What a joy it will be years from now to hear your children
speak of the ways you allowed God to lead your life and
decisions. Let us not labor in vain but labor in love for God

Unless the Lord builds the house,
the builders labor in vain. Unless
the Lord watches over the city, the
guards stand watch in vain. In vain
you rise early and stay up late,
toiling for food to eat- for he grants
sleep to those he loves. Children are a
heritage from the Lord, offspring a
reward from him.

and our families.

- MICHELLE YORK

Psalm 127:1-3

Family Encouragement
I’m a mom of two teens, Nathan (19) and Savannah (17), and this lockdown was
initially very difficult. After several family arguments, this quarantine forced us
to sit down and have face to face conversations. Although not easy at first, we
started to learn to disagree. Being honest and transparent was painful and
uncomfortable. I remembered when they were toddlers and found myself in
need of time outs. The last three months, although not easy to see at first, have
been a true blessing; realizing again and again my children’s individuality. They
are so different, yet perfectly created in God’s divine Image. It’s been so sweet
to see them bring much needed balance to our household. After years of
nagging them, they finally understand the importance of REST. Being still &
honoring The Lord's Sabbath is an important way to hear His voice, and it is my
hope & prayer that our youth learn to listen a lot sooner than I did.
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I am enjoying this time to continue investing in my kids with extra hugs, kisses &
daily I LOVE you’s, making yummy foods, helping those less fortunate & uplifting
friends in need. As parents, we are our children initial teachers. Sometimes
there needs to be less words and more loving our neighbor actions. I’m still
under our Creator's construction, and the more I learn, the more I realize I know
so little.

Always remember: there is no fear in Gods agape LOVE. Shalom, and may Jesus
Christ's peace and comfort be our daily refuge. As for me & my household, no
matter what tomorrow brings, we will serve The Lord.

- SARA LABARDA & FAMILY

AFTER SERVICE FELLOWSHIP

BY JAMES CHANG

One of the most underestimated times of building community in the church is the brief 20 minutes of fellowship time
right after worship service. This is a time where people are totally free to engage with one another as they please, so
relationships are built spontaneously, casually, and are allowed relational space to step in and out easily. Often, this
is the time where people take the first step in meeting someone at church that leads to valuable long-term
relationships. Being online, it was hard for us to replicate our GVBC courtyard experience under the trees with the
sun and light breeze over fresh fruits and yummy donuts. But, over Zoom, we are still able to share together, pray
together, and meet new people every week! We invite you to join us on Zoom every Sunday, right after our
10am Online worship service, from 11:30am - 12pm. "And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching." Hebrews 10:24-25

Link: bit.ly/GVBCafterservice

MISSIONS
Tommy Shirota – Biola College student with National School Project (NSP)
My internship with NSP has come to an end. This past year the Biola Team worked with 22
schools and coordinated 58 gospel events which reached 3485 students.Thank you Church,
for partnering with me during these last two college years! Our God is a God of miracles, for
who could change the hearts of men? Continue to pray for revival in the hearts of students
across out nation and hope in the ONE who can save.

Mercy Outreach Mission -MOM- Trip to San Telmo, June 19-21, 2020
Partnering with the Bread of Life church, a small team of GVBC members visited San Telmo migrant farmers camp
to provide medical and dental care, outreach to the migrant farm worker families and to celebrate the graduation of
the 6th and 9th graders from the San Telmo Christian School and to provide encouragement for their educational
endeavors. STCS started nine years ago with 30 students in the first grade. Each year a new class was added with
now over 300 students in attendance. Student supply backpacks and covid-19 hygiene kits were given to each
graduate. Our own Jim Kawashima was the keynote speaker. Please pray that the 9th grade graduates can
continue into High School. Most desire to do so.

Ken and Diane Kudo - Oversea Crusade - Brazil (Ken called early June to let us know his
sudden change in plans. He asked for prayer covering.)
We have been experiencing sudden and dramatic changes in the direction of our ministry. After we had told our
missions conference of our plans to retire and the development of a succession plan for our church, having a
farewell party, officiating at a wedding, and booking of our flight for June 2, 2020, then Covid-19 happened. All flights
out of the country were cancelled. Chaos. The government is in disarray and it and the population does not know
how to take Covid-19 seriously. We feel that evil is hidden in society and the demonic is leading the people and
government astray.
Our initial plan was to retire and then plant a church in Washington or New Jersey. Now, we will remain in Brazil until
late 2021 or 2022. It will now take one to 1 ½ years to ordain the two elders of our church who will succeed me as
Senior Pastor. God is good and I am called to continue discipleship of these elders. This process must be done in
person and not virtually.
Praise God that 1500 people heard the Easter Sunday message in Portugal, Poland, England, Brazil and Asia.
This all has been exasperating and I feel frustrated being housebound. We are going up a steep slope and we are
sometimes surviving and sometimes thriving. Please pray that we will be strong through this crisis and finish the race
that God has set before us and will continue to be effective in reaching the lost for Christ. Our top priority is to finish
well!
For more information about our missionary partners, please visit: https://www.gvbc.net/globalmissions

2020-2021

Sophie Abe
About Me
I have just finished my freshman
year at El Camino and will be
transferring to Biola in the fall as a
Public Relations major!
I have grown up at Gardena Valley
Baptist Church, and I currently
attend the college ministry. I am
also involved in the children's
ministry, early childhood ministry,
and the worship team within our
church. I have also served in THE
WAVE and the Long Beach Missions
Trip throughout my years in high
school.

How You Can
Partner With Me!
National School Project
The National School Project seeks to reach every student
with the Gospel in every school!
Throughout my 4 years in high school, I was mentored
through this ministry as I led the Christian club on my
campus. I was able to share Christ with my peers! As I
was inspired by this ministry, I now want to empower
students to share the Gospel on their campus as I did.
This upcoming school year, I have the privilege of serving
as a part-time staff, with the role of an Expansion Lead
Coach! I will be personally coaching public school
Christian club leaders at one campus on how to share
their faith, and I will be overseeing and training collegeage volunteers to mentor students at 2-3 more
campuses. My area of focus will be partnering with new
schools in areas NSP hasn't worked with before.

Please prayerfully consider partnering with me as I go out into this mission field!

Thank you for your support!

Committing to prayer over
God's work through NSP
We need prayer over the hearts of
all these students receiving the
Gospel, as well as prayer for
Christian students as they respond
to the call of evangelism!

Supporting me financially
My goal is to raise $9,500 that
will support me through the entire
10 month school year!
Financial support can be given
online at:
gvbc.net/donate
OR
Checks payable to GVBC (with
"Sophie Abe" in the memo) can be
mailed to:
Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th St.
Gardena, CA 90247

Sincerely, Sophie Abe
sophie.abe@nationalschoolproject.com

FAMILY NEWS

FLOWERS
Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory:
FROM
Hazel Endo & Family, Steve
Sato, Barbara Sato, Phil &
Arlene Sato
Marianne Fujita
Stella Tamura
Mary Maeda
Grace Taba
Mat Miyaguchi
Ruth Shigekuni

TO
Mark Gohata

Mark Gohata
Mark Gohata
Mark Gohata
Mark Gohata
Nancy Miyaguchi
Nancy Miyaguchi

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified

CONDOLENCES

LETTERS
Dear GVBC Family,
Thank you for the beautiful floral arrangement in memory of my
mother, Alyce Kuranaga. My heartfelt thanks to Pastor Daniel
Matsuda for the burial service he gave to us at Rose Hills.Your
prayers, cards and messages have brought me comfort and
peace. My Mom loved GVBC and the wonderful friends she
made there, and the Koinonia and small Bible study group. She
is smiling in her eternal home with our Lord and Savior.
Love,
Sharon & Dennis Yamanaka and Family

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations Pastor Doug & Sue on the birth of their 12th
grandchild! Wren Elizabeth was born on June 10, weighing 7lb
3oz and 21 inches long.

Our heartfelt condolences to Mat Miyaguchi as he just lost his
wife, and now his identical twin brother, Takeo just passed away.
Mat was able to spend some time and pray with Takeo before he
passed away in Maui.

Wren Elizabeth

ONLINE SERVICE TIMES
English
Nihongo

10:00 AM - gvbc.net/sundayservice
10:45 AM - live.gvbc-jp.net/

Watch our series every Wednesday @ 5:00 PM:
Stories Of Faith
For all our latest videos, please subscribe to our Youtube Channel:
bit.ly/GVBCyoutube
Join us for After Service Fellowship:
bit.ly/GVBCafterservice

1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683
gvbc@gvbc.net

