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"But hope that is seen is
no hope at all. Who hopes
for what they already

have?  But if we hope for
what we do not yet have,
we wait for it patiently."

Romans 8:24-25





BY PASTOR JAMES, NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRY



March 17th, 2020, the day our reality changed and the priorities in our

household shifted drastically. I now had to juggle many tasks including

working from home on a full-time basis, homeschool my 2 elementary school

children, be the best mother and wife I could be.

It all became very overwhelming as we were trying to adjust to the new norm.

As a new wife, I felt pulled in so many different directions, frustration set in

and we lost sight of the mighty sustainer: Jesus Christ.

My husband and I quickly came to realize that without God’s divine guidance,

we couldn’t possibly navigate the maze ahead of us. As a family, we had to

set specific time aside for daily prayers and bible reading. Just like a breeze,

the fear started to dissipate, the uncertainty ahead remained, but we

noticed a renewed strength in us that seemed supernatural.

This was further reinforced when one morning in June, right before starting

school online, my 10 years old son CJ came to me, held my hands and said:

“mom, I want you to remember the bible verse you use to recite to me every

morning when you dropped me off at school and I want you to say it with me

now: I can do everything through Jesus who gives me Strength” Philippians

4:13; This was the turning point for me. Jesus had shocked me back to life

through my child. Now, without a doubt, I know His promise according to

Isaiah 41:10 is true.

“So do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be dismayed, for I am your

God. I will strengthen you and
help you; I will uphold you with my

righteous right hand.”

Isaiah 41:10

When your computer starts glitching or crashing, one thing

you can do is press the reboot button.  Sometimes when

things become extremely hectic, everything starts looking

blurry, and we don’t know what to do next, we can press

the reboot button.  By doing so, you are taking a step

back, allowing God’s Spirit to move, and deliberately

choosing to start differently.  And when we choose to

reboot, we can focus and remember who God is; that He is

more powerful and greater than any of our circumstances. 

Let us not be afraid or discouraged because God is

definitely with us.  Not only that; He gives us His strength

and help to overcome it. How amazing to realize that God

is holding you in His righteous right hand.

PARENT CORNER
Providing Support and Keeping Up with Our GVBC Parents! 

Family Encouragement

-  AL ICE  TYREE  &  FAMILY

Word of Wisdom

-  SUSAN WAKUTA



Since 2010, GVBC has been taking back Christmas from all
the consumeristic shopping and spending, and giving instead
toward mission projects that truly share the presence of
Jesus in this world. It's a national church movement called
Advent Conspiracy and focuses on celebrating the one
simple message that started it all: "Jesus is with us." Jesus is
the original and the only gift we really need to give. The
challenge is simple: Spend less. Consider giving personal,
handmade gifts to your loved ones. Then, reallocate the
money you would have spent to Advent Conspiracy. This
year, 100% of your reallocated Christmas spending will go
toward:
1. Supporting Oasis Chapel in Japan: oasis-chapel.com
2. Providing water projects in Thailand: itdfinternational.org
3. Rescuing street kids in Brazil: hopeunlimited.org
GVBC continues to develop long term missionary
relationships with these missionary partners. We are waiting
to see if it will be possible to send mission teams out in 2021
and we will continue to work closely with them to provide care
and support during these difficult times. This might be a
social-distance Pandemic, but we can still show the world
that, truly, Jesus is with us!

On Saturday, October 31st from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
GVBC KIDS is excited to have a Harvest Festival Drive-up.
Children ages 5th grade and under, dressed in their
Halloween costumes, can pull-up in a car to the front of the
church.  They will receive a treat bag and information inviting
them to join our online KIDS CHURCH and KidZone on
Friday nights.

IMPORTANT NOTICE! We need your help!!! We plan to fill
500 treat bags which mean there needs to be lots of candy.
We would greatly appreciate it if you can please bring
bag(s) of candy (NO  NUTS) to the church on Monday,
Wednesday, or Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. We
will be collecting candy through Sunday, October 27th.

Please pray for the Harvest Festival and the children we will
meet. It’s so important that families know, especially during
this time, that our church supports and loves them. Be sure to
invite families to come to our Harvest Festival. Thank
you so much!

HARVEST FESTIVAL DRIVE-UP

ADVENT CONSPIRACY 2020

REV MAKITO & YUKI MATSUDAREV MAKITO & YUKI MATSUDAREV MAKITO & YUKI MATSUDA
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As reported previously, GVBC’s planned 2020 short term missions trips needed to be canceled due to
COVID-19. We sent Advent Conspiracy funds in the spring to meet some specific initial needs of our
overseas partners. We also shared one-time gifts to assist our long-term missionaries. Additional funds were
sent to Japan to help Oasis Chapel offer much-needed support and training for Japanese pastors at their
Morigo camp. Already this summer 3 pastors and their families have been refreshed and renewed. The
Smiths in Brazil had shared with us about their vision for a church plant to disciple the Hope graduates and
to reach out to the local community with the love of Jesus. With the funds sent, we have been part of God’s
timing and plans for a new church to be planted in the adjacent community. We were also able to send funds
to Thailand to cover the cost of our planned Hill Tribe water project in January 2021, as well as for additional
needs of the Manns and their ITDF ministry. So even though our original plans changed due to the
pandemic, we have still been able to use the Advent Conspiracy funds to bless many around the world.

For the first time in its history, JEMS did not have a Mt. Hermon conference in 2020 due to Covid19. After
much prayer, discussion, scrambling and sweat and tears a virtual Mt Hermon program took place for the
Junior high, Interhigh, High school, and College camps and Special Camp. Hundreds participated and were
blessed by God’s presence. As Teresa said of virtual Special Camp “I was initially skeptical of virtual camp,
of how would this work, but seeing the joy on the campers faces was way beyond expectations and
wonderful!”

An On-line JEMS Mt. Hermon program “Hope Crosses Distance” was held on July 1, 2020. It was an
evening together to Remember, Celebrate and Hope in Christ as the JEMS Mt. Hermon family. There were
special guests, skits and video highlights from the various JEMS camps. A special donation effort was held
to raise support for the Mt. Hermon Main Camp, MayMac Camp, Redwood Camp, Koinonia Camp and the
Monte Vista Christian School. Our partners in ministry. These institutions had to cancel their whole years
program due to Covid19, and are in dire financial straits. As Rick Chuman, JEMS Executive Director reports
“In a time of societal crisis, may we continue to look to God, for peace, comfort, courage and wisdom. Stay
safe, and thank you for having been on this journey with us as we navigated having a JEMS Mount Hermon
during a pandemic.”

FINAL 2019 CONSPIRACY REPORT

JAPANESE EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY

For more information about our missionary partners, please visit:  https://www.gvbc.net/globalmissions

FINAL 2019 ADVENT CONSPIRACY REPORT
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FROM TO

Norma Masuda &
The Pleasant Family
Stan Sato
Howard & Sawako Imatomi

Henry & Sanaye Nagami
Henry & Sanaye Nagami

Miwa Fukushima

Hannah Fumiko Sato-Sugitani
Nancy Murai

Pipe Organ/Piano Repair fund
Nancy Murai
Stan Kuroda

Roger Sato, his wife Kathy, and their daughter Kylie on the
passing of Roger’s mother Dora Sato. She passed away on
August 11th.
The family of Nancy Murai, who passed away on August
14th. Her husband Jim and the rest of her family are in our
prayers.
Norma Masuda on the passing of her mother, Mayko
Tarumoto on August 20th.
The family of Rick Nakayama, who passed away on
September 1st. Please be in prayer for his wife Stephanie
and son Matthew.
Esther Kuratani’s husband Kayo Kuratani, passed away on
September 2nd. We are praying for her as well as Michael
and Mae Kuratani and their children Aaron and Danielle.
Stewart Kato's mom Emi Kato passed away at age 100 on
8/15. Her service was on Saturday 9/5 at Green Hills.

Our condolences to these families upon the loss of their loved
ones:

Dear GVBC,
The Sato-Sugitani wishes to thank you for the beautiful floral spray
for Hannah Fumiko Sato-Sugitani.
Stan Sato

Dear GVBC Family,
No one would believe that someone confined in a nursing home
could have had such a special birthday as I did. I received so
many cards from you! The loving thoughts that you expressed
overwhelmed me. Due to my limited eyesight, It took several days
to read each card. Yet, each message meant so much to me and I
thank God for the sight that I do have.  God is so good. I have a
blessed life with abundant friends and family. I am, however,
looking forward to entering my "forever home" in Heaven! A very
special thank you to Pastor Doug and all the current pastors for
your visits, prayers and support. I am also deeply appreciative to
be remembered by the former pastors who continue to visit and be
in touch with me. Thank you all for your faithful friendship. I love
each of you and pray for you daily.
With a grateful heart,
Hazel Endo and Family

Dear GVBC Family,
The family of Dora Kekue Sato would like to thank you for the
flowers, food and generous expressions of sympathy. Your
support during this difficult time is appreciated and a great comfort
to our family.
Thank you,
Sato Family

Dear Church,
Thank you so much for the beautiful flower arrangement. It was so
encouraging for us to receive them during my battle with cancer
and as I recover from surgery at home.  The Lord has blessed me
with the support of GVBC during this difficult time, and I am
amazed by the supportive prayers and actions of my brothers and
sisters in Christ.
Thank you again,
Greg, Chai, and Travis Tsujiuchi

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory:

FLOWERSFLOWERS LETTERSLETTERS

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified

CONDOLENCESCONDOLENCES

New Baby Announcement!
Grandparents Dennis and Sharon Yamanaka

Parents Jackie and Sam Ho
Born on July 26th, 7 lbs. 14 oz.

Julian Kamuela Ho



1630 W. 158TH ST.

GARDENA, CA 90247

310-323-5683

gvbc@gvbc .net

ONLINE SERVICE TIMES
10:00 AM - gvbc.net/sundayservice
10:45 AM - live.gvbc-jp.net/

English
Nihongo

For all our latest videos, please subscribe to our Youtube Channel: 
bit.ly/GVBCyoutube

Join us for After Service Fellowship:
bit.ly/GVBCafterservice

Watch our series every Wednesday @ 5:00 PM:
 Stories Of Faith


