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Preparing for Easter
Dear GVBC family,

BY PASTOR JAMES

Would you prayerfully consider entering into a
church season of fasting and praying together
with me?
This coming Ash Wednesday (Feb 17) to Easter
Sunday (Apr 4) marks a season of fasting and
praying leading up to Holy Week. After the
many breakdowns of 2020, this feels like such
an opportune time to nurture a proper spiritual
hunger in our hearts and souls for Jesus. Rather
than filling up our lives with a new hobby or a
new house project or some Netflix binge,
perhaps the Lord is calling us to refrain from
some regular physical satisfaction in order to
develop a deeper, purer spiritual satisfaction in
the Lord.

In Scripture, fasting helped direct people’s hearts before the Lord in the
midst of:
-Grief (1 Sam 31:13; 2 Sam 1:12; Neh 1:4)
-Penitence (1 Sam 7:6; Neh 9:1-2; Dan 9:3-4)
-Seeking His direction (Exodus 34:28; 2 Chronicles 20:3-4)
To be clear, this call for corporate fasting is not for weight loss or for
personal health or for anything self-promoting. Pastor John Piper wrote: “The
birthplace of Christian fasting is homesickness for God.” God and God
alone is our true prize.
You all know how much bakeries, boba, and dim sum occupies so much of me.
So I will be participating in something personally unthinkable: a Daniel fast
of vegetables and water. But you may choose to fast from most anything.
Ideally, it should be something that has been occupying much of your heart
and life: caffeine, sweets, snacking, social media, cell phone, video games,
video binges, online shopping...whatever jolted you the most just now is
probably it!
If this might be something you feel the Lord may be calling you to, I invite you
to join with me for: “Preparing for Easter,” a Season of Fasting and Praying.

This will involve 3 commitments:
1. Fasting of any kind from Feb 17 - Apr 4
2. Daily Devotions from CS Lewis’ Preparing for Easter
3. Weekly Online Prayer Gatherings on Wed nights from 7-8pm
$10 will help cover the cost of the devotional book or you may purchase it
yourself on Kindle for $7.99. Sign up today by emailing me at:
james@gvbc.net.
On a personal note, this is all especially significant to me because that first
day, Feb 17,also happens to be my 40th birthday, and I wish to mark this next
season of my adulthood with a depth of prayer in the Lord. Rather than the
usual birthday festivities, I really just want friends like you to come alongside
me here to fast and pray and seek the Lord together.

Pastor James

BY LINDA HAYASHI

For Christmas 2020, GVBC once again reallocated our Christmas
spending out of all the consumerism and gave it instead to mission
projects that are building up the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Together,
we collected our largest amount in the last 10 years of doing this:
$70,250.40. Praise God! 100% of this will go toward supporting longterm missions partners:
1. Integrated Tribal Development Foundation in Thailand with Mike and
Becky Mann: building water projects toward a sustainable economy
https://itdfinternational.org/

WORSHIP FULLY 2. Hope Unlimited in Brazil with Phil and Corenne Smith: rescuing and

restoring street kids with a future hope
https://hopeunlimited.org/

3. Oasis Chapel in Rifu, Japan: supporting evangelism and discipleship
and equipping Japanese pastors
oasis-chapel.com

SPEND LESS

GIVE MORE

LOVE ALL

Let's pray together for these global mission projects. In pre-pandemic
times, these funds allowed us to send teams to serve alongside our
partners. We are monitoring travel advisories and will be making
decisions soon regarding international travel. If we cannot send
teams, then we will continue to support our partners in practical ways
in response to their specific needs, as we did last year. While our
plans changed last year due to Covid, our relationships overseas were
deepened and the work of the gospel did not stop. We are again
trusting for opportunities to impact the world for Christ through our
partnerships in Thailand, Brazil, and Japan.

Operation Christmas Child
BY JULIET SCHURR
What a blessing it was to see our church again contribute towards sending giftfilled shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse.
From curbside collection (247 shoeboxes) to Online Build-A-Box (101 shoeboxes),
our church donated a total of 348 shoeboxes this past November. Thank you to all
who contributed with your donations!
This year our collected shoeboxes were
sent to Ecuador. In the past, our
shoeboxes have also reached children in
the Philippines, Peru and Panama.
The shoeboxes built online will be sent to
Hard to Reach areas. In these difficult to
access countries, Samaritan’s Purse will
partner with local believers, who often
face fierce opposition to their faith, to
distribute shoeboxes to children and
share the hope of the Gospel.
Wonderful reports have been
shared of children and their
families coming to faith in Christ
because of the simple gift of an
Operation Christmas Child
shoebox. Thank you for your
faithfulness in helping to share the
good news of Jesus Christ.
Let’s continue to pray for the 348 children who will be touched by our shoeboxes,
especially in this season of the Covid-19 pandemic. May all praise and thanks be to
God as He works in people’s lives!
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Pray for our church as we continue to navigate the Covid situation
and make decisions about meeting and ministry.
Pray for the O-family as the husband and wife continue to study the
Bible with us and our pastor.
Pray that the Lord would bring growth to the seeds of the gospel
being planted and watered.
Pray for our kids as they continue in Japanese school as well as
study English at home.
Pray for our English cafe and the people. Pray the stories we use
from the Word to bring people to him. We are continuing to use
stories from the Book of Acts.
Pray for T-san to come to know the Lord.
Pray for H-san. Casi continues to share our church's streaming
messages every week. Pray for her to come to know the Lord.
Pray for Dan as he is preaching once a month. He has 3 messages
left before the transition back to the States. He is continuing in the
series Kingdom Living.

Citylights

We are doing well! I'm just so thankful for how God has taken care of
us thru all the uncertainty of the times. Citylights has been doing well.
We continue to hold in person outdoor services concurrent with our
online Zoom service. Most still stick with the online service, but it has
been nice to gather with the few who prefer being in person (pray for
wisdom for this as the weather is beginning to turn). Overall this has
been a season of praising God for His sustaining power! It is so
comforting knowing there are loving people committed to praying for
us and the ministry here. Thank you for all you do for us.

Hope Unlimited - Brazil

T
Toom
m aanndd V
Vaall D
Deem
moorreesstt

Praise the Lord because no child has been infected by the
coronavirus.
Pray for the arrival of new children who will live on the campus.
May God prepare each life.
Pray that our children’s hearts may be healed in their traumas
and family problems.
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InterVarsity

Thank you for your prayers for both wisdom and restoration: I can say
that I've got both of them back for now. Personally, I've had a growing
hunger for Scripture, both for study and memorization, and find myself
more rooted and joyful in this season. Jinhee's still got her hands full
with teaching and taking care of her parents, but the family, on the
whole, is doing well during this pandemic. I know that's a privilege and
a blessing, and so much so that I think it'll be an adjustment to get back
to life after COVID. But thank you for your prayers and support, and
may the presence of the Lord be your ongoing strength and comfort!
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In mid January Heather experienced stomach pains for five days.
After visits to Urgent care and the ER and CT scans and ultrasound,
the doctors discovered an orange size yet on her ovary. The earliest
OBGYN appointment is February 8.
Since the Spirit will be published after Heather’s doctor appointment,
intervention will already have taken place. However, prayers are still
valuable. Please pray for Heather and Jojo.
Praise that God is the great physician and His work of healing
through her doctors and His Spirit.
God’s grace and mercy over the Deguzman family.
For comfort and healing through the recovery process.

BY TOMMY MORSE

We are all continuing to adapt in one way or another right
now. At the end of January in Nihongo ministry we had our all
members meeting to hear about the church’s vision going
forward in 2021. For Nihongo, it was the first time for some of
our members to see one another and catch up after a number
of months. We enjoyed it so much that from the week after, we
started NASF (Nihongo After Service Fellowship)!
While we look forward to the possibility of meeting in person
later this year, we know that we all need fellowship with and
encouragement from one another now. Maybe this is your
umpteenth time hearing this, but praise God for allowing us to
still see and pray with one another. As we gather with those
who are able, we also remember and pray for those who still
lack the resources to join online meetings. Our hearts are full,
but at the same time still yearning for the church to be united
not just in spirit but also in person.

Family News

C
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Our prayers and sympathies go out to
Craig, Tina, and daughters Cami and
Courtney on the passing of father and
grandfather Clarence Hara. He passed
away on January 30th.
Our deep sympathies to the family of
Jeanette Tsutsui, who passed away on
November 14th. Jeanette was once the
Children’s Director for GVBC. She and
her husband Tak were also one of 10
couples that put their homes up in order
for us to build our Sanctuary.
Our condolences to Hide Tamae
on the passing of her husband
Paul Tamae. He passed away
on February 1st.
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving
memory:
To:
From:

Sylvia Ogasawara
Richard & Keiko Imatomi

Yasuko Ogasawara
Jeanette Tsutsui

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of
loved ones support College Scholarship Fund,
unless specified.
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The Gardena Emergency Food Pantry would like to
THANK YOU for your generous donation. For over
40 years, the Food Pantry has been able to extend
a helping hand to individuals & families in our
community with food, bus tokens, case
management and homeless services. Our resources
have been impacted due to COVID-19 but your
donation allows us to continue to serve our
Gardena residents. We appreciate your support,
together we will overcome and continue our
mission to assist our community.
With gratitude,
Team Gardena
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10:00 AM @ www.gvbc.net/bulletin
10:45 AM @ www.gvbc.net/jp

English
Nihongo
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Season of Fasting and Prayer 2/17
2/21
Annual Business Meeting
3/7
Pathway Membership Class
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Youtube
After Service Fellowship
GVBC App
Annual Business Meeting

1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683
gvbc@gvbc.net

www.bit.ly/GVBCyoutube
www.bit.ly/GVBCfellowship
www.bit.ly/GVBCapp
www.bit.ly/gvbcbusinessmeeting

