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“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up;
do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in
the wasteland."
Isaiah 43:18-19

"If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land."
2 Chronicles 7:14
BY PASTOR JAMES

HARVEST FESTIVAL

RESPECT ELDERS DAY

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Yes! We are packing shoeboxes again this year for
Operation Christmas Child (OCC), a ministry of
Samaritan’s Purse. Fill a shoebox with school supplies,
hygiene items, toys (include one “wow” item such as a
stuffed animal, doll or ball with pump) and a personal
note to bring hope, joy and God’s love to a child in need,
especially during this time of uncertainty during the
Covid-19 pandemic. The gift-filled shoeboxes are
distributed through local churches around the world and each child will also receive a colorful Gospel booklet in their
language, making the boxes an effective outreach tool. Many children who receive shoebox gifts will also enroll in
The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship program, where the children learn to faithfully follow Christ and
share their faith with others. A $9 per box donation helps cover the cost of shipping and other OCC project
expenses. Please mail your check (payable to “Samaritan’s Purse” with Memo – OCC) using the postage paid
envelope or donate online.
GVBC Curbside Pickup
GVBC will be distributing FREE cardboard and FREE plastic shoeboxes (due to a generous donor to Samaritan’s
Purse this year!) Curbside Pickup will be available on the first three Sundays in November, 11/1, 11/8 and 11/15, all
from 8:45am-9:45am and from 12pm-1pm. On Thanksgiving Sunday, 11/22, also from 8:45am-9:45am and from
12pm-1pm, you can drop off your gift-filled shoebox at the Curbside Drop Off in front of church.
Build a Shoebox Online
Also, new this year is the option to have Samaritan’s Purse build an OCC box for you online. The donation amount
for Build A Shoebox Online is $25, which includes the $9 donation for shipping and expenses.
http://bit.ly/gvbc2020occ
For more information, please visit us online at: gvbc.net/occ
Let’s again bless hundreds of children with a gift-filled shoebox and an introduction to God’s Greatest Gift of Jesus!

Julie Shirota
by Cynthia Copeland

Colossians 1:17 is a meaningful verse for Julie Shirota, GVBC’s
recently appointed Property and Revenue Assistant. This verse has
been a cornerstone for her life. Her parents met and married at GVBC,
so growing up in the church was a natural progression. She participated
in Sunday School, youth and college ministries. In retrospect, God’s
hand has been actively working in Julie’s life. Spiritual guidance and
direction has paved the way as her growing relationship with the Lord
continues to shape her life. During high school, Edna Uratsu served as
her camp leader and this marked the beginning of a relationship that
continues to bear fruit. Julie further committed her life to the Lord by
being baptized by Layne Wakuta during her high school years. Looking
back in retrospect, during these formative years, Julie yearned to take ownership of her faith. Following high school,
Julie attended Pepperdine University studying psychology and she had the opportunity to study abroad during her
sophomore year at Pepperdine’s campus in Lausanne, Switzerland. The study of psychology provided Julie with tools
and academic material to understand personality and what motivates behavior, thinking and feeling.
Julie notes that during her developing years as a Christian, “Growing up in the church, I knew all the right answers but
it wasn’t until I came back from Europe that I grasped the fuller meaning of committing my life to Christ.” Following
graduation she was provided the opportunity to be trained as a dental assistant for 2 years. During this period she
also became more active in GVBC’s college core ministries whose purpose is to plan and run the college group
events under the direction of Brad Toy, College Ministry Director as well as David and Edna Uratsu. It was also during
the post college years that Julie’s relationship with Edna continued to grow and flourish.
Julie began to experience a spiritual thirst to be in His presence with greater frequency and desired a deeper
understanding of her Christian faith. It was this recognition that prompted her to ask to be discipled by Edna. “I feel in
a very practical way how relational God is and He uses Edna in so many ways to minister to me. I think growing up in
the church it was easy for me to respond correctly, but that is not how Edna runs it. Our time together is very honest
and very real and she has me examine my faith at a much deeper level. Edna was the catalyst; I had all the pieces
but with Edna’s guidance, everything clicked together.” Truly the verse in Colossians 1:17 “He is before all things, and
in Him all things hold together” is glorified in Julie’s life.

MISSIONS REPORT
James Choung – InterVarsity

We are in the wild juggle of work, keeping the kids educated, and
the craziness of lockdown life. 30 staff persons and 60 kids
under 18 are like this in the Strategy and Innovation department
of InterVarsity. We are online nationally and welcome students
and faculty with ONSO – Online New Student Orientation. It was
a creative and innovative accomplishment by my incredible
colleagues. Thank you for all ways you support us prayerfully
and financially – we couldn’t do what we do without you.

Cyril Nishimoto – Iwa

We are asking that you pray with us as we anticipate
groundbreaking, amazing things the Lord is going to do in this
new phase of IWA’s ministry. We are transitioning from research
and development to doing more direct ministry.

Tommy Dyo – Epic

In recent months, I have been part of marches and a prayer vigil
to mourn, stand and pray with the African American community. I
feel compelled to stand as a witness… and to act justly and to
love mercy (Micah 6:8) alongside a hurting world. I have a full
schedule with CRU’s mentoring programs with emerging church
leaders. I also have been consulting with an exhibit with the
Japanese American National Museum on religion and religious
activities within the WWII American concentration camps.

Tom and Val Demorest – CityLights

We have begun to do weekly in person worship outdoors.
Services are still broadcast via Zoom for those members who do
not feel comfortable coming out to service. Last week, we
completed the 4050 Project – 40 days of fasting, prayer and
action to heal America’s racial divide.

Jojo and Heather De Guzman – Cru

Aidan, Elijah and Audrey are in their first week of in-person
school. Because all the students wear masks, it is a little difficult
to get to know their classmates. God, in the midst of the
uncertainty of this pandemic, is still showing us that He alone can
save people from perishing.
For more information about our missionary partners, please visit: https://www.gvbc.net/globalmissions

Family News
FLOWERS
Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory:
FROM

TO

Howard & Sawako Imatomi

Rick Nakayama
Pipe Organ/Piano Repair fund
Daniel & Wendy Nakano
Rick Nakayama
Gardena Valley Baptist Church Nancy Murai
In lieu of flowers
Stephanie Nakayama
Rick Nakayama
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones support
College Scholarship Fund, unless specified

PASTORAL APPRECIATION MONTH
October is Pastoral Appreciation month, please send a note of
appreciation and encouragement to our Pastors this month!
Senior Pastor: Rev. Doug Brown
doug@gvbc.net
Associate Pastor - Nihongo: Rev. Eiji Osato
eiji@gvbc.net
Associate Pastor: Rev. Daniel Matsuda
daniel@gvbc.net
Associate Pastor: Rev. James Chang
james@gvbc.net
Children's Director: Susan Wakuta
susan@gvbc.net
Youth Director: Michelle York
michelle@gvbc.net
College-Age Director: Bradley Toy
brad@gvbc.net
Early Childhood Coordinator: Tammy Hernandez tammy@gvbc.net
Nursery Coordinator: Emily Noguchi emily.noguchi@hotmail.com
1. Please mail cards to: Gardena Valley Baptist Church 1630 W
158th St, Gardena, CA 90247
*You may also bring any cards to church any time by dropping them
off in the mailbox on the side of the wall off the La Salle parking lot.
2. Please email our pastors directly or email gvbc@gvbc.net and we
will forward your message accordingly.

LETTERS
In our September Spirit's announcement regarding the passing of
Mayko Tarumoto, we incorrectly stated that Mayko was Norma's
Masuda's mother. However, Norma is Mayko's friend.
Nonetheless, we are grateful for the condolences shared and
prayers given.
Dear GVBC Family,
Thank you for the generous donation to Christ the King Lutheran
Church in memory of Dad. He would have been so touched. He
always considered GVBC a second home to his own church. We
are thankful he had a relationship with Christ and lived his life that
way every day. With love and gratitude,
The Boyer & Robinson Families
Dear GVBC Family,
The family of the late Richard Takashi Nakayama sincerely thank
you for your many thoughtful expressions of sympathy. Your
thoughts, heartfelt words, generous gifts and warm presence have
been a source of comfort, support and strength. Your kindness
and caring are deeply appreciated. Thank you for all your prayers
and for sending the beautiful floral arrangement. We are thankful
for all of you!
Love, Steph & Matthew
The family of the late Kazuo “Kayo” Kuratani sincerely thanks you
for all of your kind and thoughtful expressions of sympathy. Your
prayers, heartfelt words, generous gifts and love are an endless
source of encouragement and support during our time of
bereavement. Your kindness is most deeply appreciated.
The Kuratani’s
Esther, Mike, Mae, Aaron, Danie, John & Judy
Thank you for the beautiful bouquet of flowers. Our mother would
have been pleased with the flowers. She was very active with the
Dorcas Circle and enjoyed the many friendships. Thank you for
your thoughtfulness. The family of the late Mayko Tarumoto
sincerely thanks you for your kind and thoughtful expression of
sympathy. Your caring is an endless source of encouragement
and support during our time of bereavement.
Sincerely,
Tarumoto Family

ONLINE SERVICE TIMES
English
Nihongo

10:00 AM - gvbc.net/sundayservice
10:45 AM - live.gvbc-jp.net/
Join us this month in prayer for 30 days:
www.gvbc.net/podcast
For all our latest videos, please subscribe to our Youtube Channel:
bit.ly/GVBCyoutube
Join us for After Service Fellowship:
bit.ly/GVBCafterservice
Save the Date!:
GVBC 2020 Virtual Annual Election Meeting
Sunday, November 8 from 1:00 - 2:30pm

1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683
gvbc@gvbc.net

