
G A R D E N A  V A L L E Y  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H

Knights of North Castle Vacation Bible School took place from July 13th-17th. ItKnights of North Castle Vacation Bible School took place from July 13th-17th. It
was definitely an exciting adventure trusting God and being online this year. Iwas definitely an exciting adventure trusting God and being online this year. I
knew in March that we would have a virtual VBS and who could pass up havingknew in March that we would have a virtual VBS and who could pass up having
a medieval castle theme set in the snow?a medieval castle theme set in the snow?

The theme Bible verse was so relevant: The theme Bible verse was so relevant: “Be strong in the Lord and in the“Be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of his power.”strength of his power.”  Ephesians 6:10 NRSVEphesians 6:10 NRSV. I definitely put my faith in God. I definitely put my faith in God
and His power. He graciously provided amazing, gifted people to coordinateand His power. He graciously provided amazing, gifted people to coordinate
those familiar areas of VBS such as worship, drama, teaching, crafts, andthose familiar areas of VBS such as worship, drama, teaching, crafts, and
recreation. We are so blessed to have a multi-generational church collaboratingrecreation. We are so blessed to have a multi-generational church collaborating
together to glorify God and share His love and truth with the children through atogether to glorify God and share His love and truth with the children through a
screen! I am also grateful to the people who managed online registration,screen! I am also grateful to the people who managed online registration,
created amazing castle sets, lovingly put together packages for all the children,created amazing castle sets, lovingly put together packages for all the children,
and prayed diligently for us.and prayed diligently for us.
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"Be strong in the Lord and
in the strength of his

power.'"

Ephesians 6:10 NRSV



There were 108 children who participated online. They learned about the armorThere were 108 children who participated online. They learned about the armor
of God in Ephesians 6 and to do mighty things for His kingdom. Because weof God in Ephesians 6 and to do mighty things for His kingdom. Because we
wanted the children to be wanted the children to be engagedengaged, they received a package with their daily, they received a package with their daily
Bible worksheets, crafts, toys, and a music CD. They also got a VBS t-shirt justBible worksheets, crafts, toys, and a music CD. They also got a VBS t-shirt just
like prior years so they could feel a part of VBS. It was so much fun seeing overlike prior years so they could feel a part of VBS. It was so much fun seeing over
50 kids wearing their blue VBS t-shirts at the Zoom preshow. We included two50 kids wearing their blue VBS t-shirts at the Zoom preshow. We included two
funny, outgoing jesters who really knew how to throw a party. It was alsofunny, outgoing jesters who really knew how to throw a party. It was also
inspiring to receive pictures or watch videos on Facebook of childreninspiring to receive pictures or watch videos on Facebook of children
participating in VBS. There were children who joined us from San Diego, Seattle,participating in VBS. There were children who joined us from San Diego, Seattle,
and Lake Tahoe.and Lake Tahoe.

VBS exceeded all my expectations because it was totally God. It was unique,VBS exceeded all my expectations because it was totally God. It was unique,
relational, and no one could replicate it because our fingerprints were all over it.relational, and no one could replicate it because our fingerprints were all over it.
The pastors gave an opening prayer for each day. The episodes included a dailyThe pastors gave an opening prayer for each day. The episodes included a daily
special feature from our church like Russel l Nagata who was the courtspecial feature from our church like Russel l Nagata who was the court
illustrator, Pastor Eiji Osato who was a Japanese knight, and the Avengers whoillustrator, Pastor Eiji Osato who was a Japanese knight, and the Avengers who
dream big for GVBC KIDS.dream big for GVBC KIDS.

Because VBS was online, the different areas were filmed in advance. This wouldBecause VBS was online, the different areas were filmed in advance. This would
not have been possible without an outstanding media team led by Michellenot have been possible without an outstanding media team led by Michelle
Dresser. And since we were not confined to the GVBC campus, different areasDresser. And since we were not confined to the GVBC campus, different areas
could be creative and filmed in other locations. Kei Nishikawa captured the heartcould be creative and filmed in other locations. Kei Nishikawa captured the heart
of VBS and skillfully edited all the pieces together.of VBS and skillfully edited all the pieces together.

What God taught me during this online experience is that He is the same beforeWhat God taught me during this online experience is that He is the same before
the pandemic and during the pandemic; to expect the unbelievable; and to bethe pandemic and during the pandemic; to expect the unbelievable; and to be
truly grateful for our church body. I praise God for spiritually touching peopletruly grateful for our church body. I praise God for spiritually touching people
through a screen. His power is infinite and the children are equipped with thethrough a screen. His power is infinite and the children are equipped with the
armor of God to share His love and do good in the world.armor of God to share His love and do good in the world.

May God give you His strength during this time; and don’t forget to wear HisMay God give you His strength during this time; and don’t forget to wear His
armor!armor!

Susan Wakuta, KIDS CHURCH Elementary DirectorSusan Wakuta, KIDS CHURCH Elementary Director





Family Expectations
But as he entered adolescence, the clashes in cultural and generational differences between Ben and his parents
began to increase as Ben was not the straight-A student his family wished him to be. Ben used a number of methods
to distract his family from the pressure to succeed and became trapped in a cycle of wishing to please his parents,
avoiding their disappointment, and having no one to turn to. His self-esteem was a casualty of this growing parent-
child conflict. “It got so bad, I felt I had no value. I was a disappointment and waste of space. And I was still going to
church, but just going through the motions. I didn’t think anyone cared about me.”

A Turning Point
By high school, Ben contemplated taking his own life. Sensing what was going on, Pastor Daniel took Ben aside one
Friday night and ministered to Ben’s broken heart. “Pastor Daniel said grades and achievements didn’t affect the
way he or God saw me and that God loves me unconditionally. In that moment, I felt God’s unconditional love and
could feel His power release me from Satan’s trap. All the knowledge I accumulated over years of church attendance
became truth and a renewed, personal relationship with the Lord.”

Epiphany and Answered Prayer
Ben was accepted into Biola and wanted to pursue worship arts, but was made to believe that pursuing music, even
as ministry, was foolish and would be better off pursuing a more traditional career. In August 2018, education on-
hold and future uncertain, Ben was serving at GVBC’s Youth Summer Camp when he received a recurring vision
from God — leading worship to a growing congregation by a fountain — and felt an overwhelming sense of peace
and purpose, but doubt and worry cause him to “dismiss the dream as a emotional camp high.” Returning from
camp, he prayed and asked God for a sign and received confirmation in two scriptures read by the following Sunday
morning, Luke 12:22-31 and Philippians 4:6-7, that clearly addressed his many fears, doubts, and anxieties about
his future.

Affirmed and strengthened by scripture, Ben stepped out in faith to approach the acting worship coordinator, Pastor
James Chang, for ways to pursue God’s calling in his life. In October 2018, Ben’s prayers were answered once
again and God provided him the opportunity to be GVBC’s Worship intern, where he continues to listen to Him for
guidance and direction about his future. Ben continues to bless and speak to us with his many musical gifts,
especially now as we shelter-in-place and participate in worship online.

For many Sundays since October 2018, GVBCers have had the opportunity to have
their hearts prepared for the Sunday message through songs led by the worship
music intern, Ben Lee, who began attending GVBC regularly as a middle schooler.
Being the youngest child and only son of a career minister who immigrated from
South Korea, Ben’s birth was an answered prayer for his parents for a boy to carry
the family name.

Ben Lee BY CYNTHIA COPELAND



This is truly a distressing time for our nation and our world! The deadly combination of pandemic plus unrest has
many reeling with nothing solid to grasp. As worshipers of God Almighty, the Solid Rock, and the Eternal One, we
cannot stand by and do nothing. We must pray. In fact, we have done nothing until we have begun to pray.

All through this month of August, GVBC will be in a united season of prayer through Ephesians. This will be sent
through email every morning. If you don't have email, prayer guides will be mailed to you once a week. If you have
not received anything yet, please contact our church office. May we all join together in prayer, crying out to Jesus for
our nation, state, cities, and neighborhoods! Christ is the answer!

We want to take a moment here to acknowledge and thank you all for your ongoingWe want to take a moment here to acknowledge and thank you all for your ongoing

generosity and faithfulness ultimately to Jesus. Believers in Jesus Christ are generousgenerosity and faithfulness ultimately to Jesus. Believers in Jesus Christ are generous

because we worship a generous God who 'gave' his one and only Son. GVBC recentlybecause we worship a generous God who 'gave' his one and only Son. GVBC recently

received a phone call from Gardena Human Services thinking that we had made areceived a phone call from Gardena Human Services thinking that we had made a

mistake to send them a check for mistake to send them a check for $1,440$1,440 to the Gardena Food Pantry, which feeds to the Gardena Food Pantry, which feeds

the most needy in Gardena. Apparently, many of those who had been giving faithfullythe most needy in Gardena. Apparently, many of those who had been giving faithfully

to the Gardena Food Pantry have been unable to recently with Pandemic restrictions.to the Gardena Food Pantry have been unable to recently with Pandemic restrictions.

So, instead, they are just sending money. Our city was so amazed and so thankfulSo, instead, they are just sending money. Our city was so amazed and so thankful

for the generosity of our church family. What a testimony to the goodness of our Godfor the generosity of our church family. What a testimony to the goodness of our God

in the midst of turbulence! We praise God for all of you!in the midst of turbulence! We praise God for all of you!

BY PASTOR DOUG BROWNBY PASTOR DOUG BROWN
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-Pastor James-Pastor James-Pastor James



Sophie Abe
Short Term Missions Update
Due to the pandemic and our inability to travel internationally, we have needed to cancel our short-term trips
planned to Brazil, Japan, and Thailand. As mentioned a few months ago, we had sent funds for COVID-related
special needs to Brazil and Japan when trips to those countries were cancelled this spring. With the recent decision
made to cancel our Thailand trip, we are now in the process of sending financial gifts to all three countries to utilize
the funds that were shared through Advent Conspiracy 2019. We are thankful that we can continue to keep in touch
and maintain relationships with our partners, and be an encouragement to them during these challenging times.

Dan and Casi Brown – Rifu, Japan
Jesus responded to them, “My Father is still working, and I am
working also.” - John 5:17
Though the Lord uses us, He doesn’t need us to accomplish His
will. Praise that we are healthy and that the children have started
the school year. The church has started meeting again in two
locations. Casi is now the PTA president. Prayer for the church
and our family in the States as we navigate the covid situation
and make daily ministry decisions. Pray for our kids as they
continue in Japanese school and study English at home. Pray for
T-san and H-san and the people who visit the English café; that
the Spirit touch their hearts and that Jesus becomes real to them.

For more information about our missionary partners, please visit:  https://www.gvbc.net/globalmissions

Sophie Abe – Biola student with National School Project (NSP)
This month Sophie Abe is preparing to begin her ministry with the National

School Project. She would like to express her thanks for the financial support
that has been given, and is happy to report that her financial goal has been

met. Please continue to pray for her as she navigates through the difficulties in
the mission field. Thank you, GVBC!

MISSIONS



Family NewsFamily NewsFamily News
FROM TO

Tak & Sharon Shimazaki
Howard & Sawako Imatomi

Henry & Sanaye Nagami
Sharyn & Armando Jaimes
Michael & Donna O’Kane

Mark Gohata
Nancy Miyaguchi

Pipe Organ/Piano Repair fund
Miwa Fukushima
Miwa Fukushima
Miwa Fukushima

Our deepest condolences to Ron Fukushima & family on the
passing of his mom, Miwa Fukushima, on July 18. She was
a beloved member here at GVBC. Please be in prayer for
Miwa's son, Ron, and granddaughter, Kate.
Our prayers are also with the family of Joshua Obra, who
passed away from COVID19 on July 6, 2020
Our deepest sympathies to the family of Stan Kuroda, who
passed away from COVID19 on July 24, 2020. He was Scott
Tanaka's grandfather.

Dear GVBC Family, 
Thank you for the beautiful floral arrangements you sent to our
home and to the funeral service for our wife and mother, Irene
Fujiura. Thank you to Pastor James Chang for his kind words at
the funeral service and burial. Thank you for your prayers, cards,
gifts, meals and messages that have brought us comfort. Irene is
looking lovingly down on us and awaits the day we will all be
together again in Heaven.

David Fujiura and Family

The Gardena Emergency Food Pantry would like to THANK YOU
for your generous donation. For over 40 years, the Food Pantry
has been able to extend a helping hand to individuals & families in
our community with food, bus tokens, case management and
homeless services.Our resources have been impacted due to
COVID-19 but your donation allows us to continue to serve our
Gardena residents. We appreciate your support, together we will
overcome and continue our mission to assist our community.
With gratitude,

Team Gardena (Gardena Human Services Dept.)

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory:

FLOWERSFLOWERS

LETTERSLETTERS

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified

CONDOLENCESCONDOLENCES

Miwa Fukushima Joshua Obra

Stan Kuroda



1630 W. 158TH ST.

GARDENA, CA 90247

310-323-5683

gvbc@gvbc .net

ONLINE SERVICE TIMES
10:00 AM - gvbc.net/sundayservice
10:45 AM - live.gvbc-jp.net/

English
Nihongo

For all our latest videos, please subscribe to our Youtube Channel: 
bit.ly/GVBCyoutube

Join us for After Service Fellowship:
bit.ly/GVBCafterservice

Watch our series every Wednesday @ 5:00 PM:
 Stories Of Faith


