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PERSONAL PRAYER MINISTRY
BY PASTOR JAMES

“I know I’m not supposed to do this, but I still do it again and again.
There’s no way out.” 
“I’ve never shared this with anyone, and I will take it with me to the
grave.” 
“I’ve read the Bible countless times that I should forgive, but I still
struggle to actually forgive.”
“I’ve given up all hope. This is the end.”
“No one understands this grievous pain I feel. I am all alone.”

Dear GVBC Family, 
 
Have you ever said any of the following statements to yourself?
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If you thought of any one of these statements, know that you are not
alone. This is not your end. There is a way out. I encourage you to
consider applying for the Personal Prayer Ministry.
 
Here at GVBC, Personal Prayer Ministry is just one part of our 3-Part
Strategy for Prayer: 
1) Pray First is our prayer email delivery system (prayfirst@gvbc.net)
which covers all GVBC families, all urgent prayer needs, and all pastoral
needs in constant prayers. No questions asked. No relationship required.
Just direct prayers to Jesus that everyone receives no matter what.
2) Sunday Morning Prayer is our one-on-one prayers offered at the end
of Worship Service every Sunday. This covers momentary issues that
need a listening ear and a personal touch. 
3) Personal Prayer Ministry is our most concentrated prayer ministry
involving an extensive application and four 2-hour prayer sessions with 3
intercessors. This is for much deeper ongoing issues that we go through
that require considerable spiritual engagement.
 
To be clear, all this was never meant to replace the prayers you receive,
for instance, in community groups. These were only meant to
complement what prayers are already taking place here at church,
ensuring that everyone is covered in prayer, that we are always available
personally for prayer, and that we can powerfully minister the presence of
Jesus into the deepest issues weighing upon us. All too often, the root of
the issues we struggle with go deeper than just knowing more information
or talking with more people. The root of our issues are spiritual and need
prayer ministry.
 
If you are considering Personal Prayer Ministry, I encourage you to
prayerfully ask for an application from our Sunday Morning Prayer Team
after either worship service.
 
Wrestling in prayer for all of you, 

Pastor James

Epaphras, who is one of you
and a servant of Christ Jesus,
sends greetings. He is always
wrestling in prayer for you,

that you may stand firm in all
the will of God, mature and

fully assured.
 

Colossians 4:12



NIHONGO: WOMEN’S HALF DAY RETREAT
On January 26th, 2020, I had the privilege of joining Nihongo Women’s Half Day Retreat. The theme of this retreat was
Prayer and Worship and was led by Akiko Kim and Mariko  are wonderful Japanese Christians living in LA and spreading
God's love through their gift of music.  About 40 women in the GVBC Nihongo ministry were able to spend time worshiping
our loving and mighty God and praying for ourselves, our friends and family, and our loving church sisters who were sitting
next to us. This year’s retreat was perfect for me because I was able to deeply soak in the music and sing each word and
note with all my heart to the Lord and take my time to thoroughly pray for friends and family who I care about very much. I
hope GVBC Nihongo ministry will have more retreats or events like this so that we can do more praises and prayers in
Japanese.

"Increase" was this year's winter camp theme, and it focused on growing in our knowledge and faith in God. We were
encouraged to decrease in activities that distract us from focusing on God and to ask for more of His character and presence
in our lives. It can be such a challenge in this day and age to put away distractions and actually focus on spending time with

God. Though the weekend seemed to fly by, it was evident that God was ministering to students and leaders through the
sessions, cabin times, and 1on1s. So thankful to see students choose Jesus Christ and step out in faith as they more fully

consider the cost and reward of following Him.

YOUTH WINTER CAMP

BY NAOMI OSATO

BY MICHELLE LAW



MARRIAGE CONFERENCE

NEIGHBORHOOD BENTOS
So much of our health is dependent upon daily nutrition. Here in our community, we have meal delivery programs for home bound
seniors, but the meals do not cater to an Asian palette and stomach.
 
Would you like Sauteed chicken and vegetables, salmon croquettes, chicken ginger teppanyaki, etc. for your next meal? Neighborhood
Bentos is an affordable way to get healthy Asian meals delivered straight to your doorstep. If you live in the Gardena/North Torrance
area, for $6 per meal, we would love to deliver a lunch bento on Mondays and Wednesdays for you or your loved ones.
 
If you would like meals delivered, just call the GVBC church office at 310-323-5683 ext. 0. Please order by 5 PM on the Tuesday prior to
the week you would like delivery. For more information and to take a look at the menu, visit us online at: gvbc.net/local-outreach.
 
Also, if you would like to help deliver meals, email Pastor James at james@gvbc.net for an application.

We love Disney movies because the prince and princess live happily ever after… but we
get disappointed when our Disney fairy tale expectations about marriage don’t match up
with reality. Over 160 people attended the “Happily Ever After” conference and were
reminded to “submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21). With
God’s help, we can deal with conflict in a healthy way and live “Happily Ever After” as we
take on God’s heart and character. Pastor Greg Mah (South Bay Community Church) and
his wife Monica not only shared God’s truth with us, but they deeply shared their lives with
us. One conference attendee shared this: “I really appreciated Pastor Greg and Monica’s
openness and transparency. I enjoyed getting to know the people at my table. The couple
time was invaluable – focused and revealing.” Praise God for a wonderful conference!

SWEETHEART’S SNACK
On Sunday, February 9th Children’s Ministry hosted their 14th annual

Sweetheart’s Snack for the widows of our church. This event idea was started
by Carol Allen’s niece Brianna. Brianna, who was 9 years old at that time, felt a
tug from the Lord to show the widows of our church love and blessings. We are

honored to keep this tradition alive. The children made valentine cards to give to
the 42 widows in attendance. Through the years, the “snack” has turned into a

full “meal”! We thank the many volunteers who decorated, baked, cooked,
helped to set up, clean up, serve and love on the widows of our church. Without

all of you this event would not have been possible!

BY LAUREN BUTT



The goal of this ministry is to equip and empower people to be good stewards of every facet of their lives by providing
workshops, resources, and opportunities for nurturing and growing their God given talents.
 
The ministry presented its first workshop on Sunday January 12th at 5PM. Following a light dinner Pastor Doug Brown
explained the biblical basis of the ministry. Next Bill Dresser and Samantha Maeda gave presentations on the cultivation of
good relationships.
 
We then shifted to some money management issues with sections on money motivation, budget management tools and money
management apps presented by Will Kwan.
 
Finally, Jenny Yamada Clayton discussed credit applications, credit scores, credit card debt and the importance of your credit
status and history.
 
Over 40 persons from all age groups attended and actively participated in the closing Q and A session.
 
Missed it? Look for more workshops this Spring.

Fun activities are scheduled to foster new friendships and to
get to know others better within our GVBC family. It’s also an
outreach opportunity for you to invite friends and family to
meet others from our church in an informal setting.  Our church
is blessed to have a multi-generational congregation and we
love to see interaction among the different generations.
 
There is a lot in store for this upcoming year as we are adding
some new events. Most events include some type of food --
snacks, bentos, or meals together before or after the event, as
we all know that sharing food brings people together!
 
Please stop by the Fun with Friends and Family Table in the
courtyard between services to sign up for these scheduled
events:
 
Dodger game: Hooded Sweatshirts (3/31)
Angels game: Ohtani Wan Kenobi Bobbleheads (5/1)
Rally Monkeys (5/31)
Ohtani Retro T-shirts (7/31)
Succulent Garden Workshop (5/30)
 
Contact Joanne Morimoto through the church office for more
info.

LIFE STEWARDSHIP BY SILVIO CARRARA

FUN WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY



MISSIONS

The village had an existing water system installed without expert guidance only 10
years earlier. However this existing system could not reliably provide the clean
water the village needed, and was already full of breaks and leaks along its 3-mile
length. The new water project entailed replacing several thousand feet of existing
pipe and then laying another several thousand feet of new pipe. Three new water
tanks were built: a tank to help regulate pressure, a filtration tank and a 3500-gallon
main storage tank. A new distribution network with 8 new community faucets
throughout the village was put into place, and a new bathroom was built for each of
the families.
 
While providing clean water to Baan Pa Sang is critical to help address many health,
social and economic needs of the village, the water project construction is a means
of allowing us to share the love of God, and the living water of Jesus, with the
villagers. God blessed the time immensely!
 
Thank you to our GVBC family for making this ministry possible!

March 14, 2020 TJ Refugee Center
May 23-24, 2020  San Telmo
Oct. 10, 2020 to Tijuana
Dec 18- 20, 2020 Friday to Sunday, Christmas Outreach San Telmo
 
The Mexico missions trips are a good way to get your feet wet
serving God on a 1, 2, or 3-day short term missions trip to Mexico. 
GVBC partners with Torrance Bread of Life Church and several
Southbay Christian churches ministering to prisoners, providing
assistance to vulnerable migrant farm workers, medical and dental
services, food distribution, Bible teaching, worship in song, men's &
women's ministry, prayer, & children's ministry in Tijuana, Ensenada
& San Telmo, Mexico. First timers are always welcome! Come be
the Lord’s hands in short term ministry and share God’s love in
Mexico!

A valid U.S. passport is mandatory for each participant & is
the responsibility of each person
18 years or older, however, if under 18 yrs, must be
accompanied by one parent on the trip
Spanish speakers are welcome, but even if you don't speak
Spanish, a smile goes a long way
Signed consent form for each trip (will receive this in an email
before departure)

Requirements:

 
Contact: 
Teresa Matsushima, at teresamatsushima@gmail.com or the
GVBC church office at 310-323-LOVE. or Bill Liu, Bread of Life
Church, transportation coordinator at billliu7777@gmail.com

Members of the GVBC Thai Team 2020 repeatedly shared how privileged they felt to
be sent out by our GVBC family, and how honored they were to be welcomed into the
Lahu hill tribe village of Baan Pa Sang and into the homes of the villagers.  We were
amazed at how our Heavenly Father had orchestrated the time, people, and place to
bring the villagers and the GVBC team together, working side-by-side, and under the
direction of Mike and Becky Mann’s Integrated Tribal Development Foundation (ITDF)
ministry, as the new water system for Baan San Pang became a reality.

THAILAND MISSION TRIP

UPCOMING MISSIONS: MEXICO

BY HERMANN SCHURR



FAMILY NEWS
Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory:

FLOWERS LETTERS

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified

FROM TO
Jodie, Voltaire, Julie & Xander
Rivera, and Merrick Yoshida

Linda Yoshida

Congratulations Tommy & Yumi (nee Ikeda) Morse! They were
married at GVBC on February 1. Pastor Daniel officiated the
ceremony.

Dear Pastor Doug, Pastor Daniel and my GVBC Family,
 
I want to thank each of you for your prayers and encouragement
during my recent hospitalization at Little Company of Mary and
Lomita Post Acute Rehab. This colitis diagnosis came as quite a
surprise but after 1-1/2 months of hospital care, I can now
recuperate at home.
 
Thank you Pastors Doug & Daniel for visiting me at the above
hospitals. Our talks were really supportive and I appreciate the
time you took to come visit me. I found these times to be very
enjoyable and relaxing.
 
Thank you also to the members of my small group who came to
visit me and who continue to pray about my health issues. 
 
I request that you’ll continue to pray for Rick, Stephanie &
Matthew. Rick has gone through multiple crises since May, 2019.
Our Lord has continued to be faithful to Rick and my family and I
praise God for continuing to show His grace and mercies to us. He
is in control!
 
May our Father bless each of you!
 
Sincerely,
Yuri Ogawa

CONGRATULATIONS



1630 W. 158TH ST.

GARDENA, CA 90247

310-323-5683

gvbc@gvbc .net

 

 

MINISTRY OUTLOOK
February 14th-16th
February 14th-16th
February 17th
February 23rd
March 1st, 8th, 15th
 
 

Children's Winter Camp
College Retreat

President's Day - OFFICE CLOSED
Annual Business Meeting

Pathway
 


