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Thanking God for the Unknown
BY SUSAN WAKUTA, KIDS CHURCH ELEMENTARY DIRECTOR
"Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind."
Psalm 107:31
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The Harvest Festival on October 31st was definitely an unknown
experience. Having a drive-up was something we had never done
before. But I knew God gave this church a special opportunity to
reach out and share His love with the community. I wanted to capture
the same excitement and joy as our prior “in person” Harvest
Festivals. Our theme was “Return to North Castle” which referenced
the virtual Vacation Bible School that took place this past summer.
There were characters and volunteers wearing their VBS t-shirts
greeting the children while being socially distanced.

Praise God for an awesome, Spirit-filled day. There were over 190 cars that drove-up to the front
of the church; and we gave away 500 treat bags and 550 candy bags to children mostly from our
neighborhood. It was so fun welcoming them dressed in their Halloween costumes. In the treat bag
along with the toys, a toothbrush and toothpaste (graciously donated by Dr. Anne Akemi Yamane
and Dr. Barry Kadowaki respectively), there was a GVBC KIDS Ministry card for families to connect
their children with the online Sunday School and other KIDS activities. There was also a real mini
pumpkin for the children to decorate and email me a photo as a fun way to interact with our
church. And just in case there was any doubt of God’s sovereignty, He provided a cloud cover over
the church so that our candy did not melt and the volunteers would not get too hot.

Leading into the unknown can be a little
intimidating and scary because I was not sure
what would happen. However, I did know that
God is faithful and my hope is in Him. I am
grateful for this church that I am able to share my
unknown plans with you. Even though it might
have sounded far-fetched, you trusted God and
me. Thank you for your support and willingness to
help before, during, and after the Harvest
Festival. Our candy goal was 23,000 pieces of
candy. We received 37,000 pieces of candy. I
am always reminded that God’s love is the
center of everything we do. I wanted to
recognize and thank Gerald Mayewaki, Joanne
Morimoto, Harvey Ujimori, and Guest Relations
who basically dove into this without hesitation
and made things run smoothly.
I thank God for the unknown because it causes
me to totally put my trust in Him. I can honestly
say this has made a big impact on my faith
especially during this time because I have
witnessed God’s amazing outcomes that can
only be explained by how great He is.

My prayer is that we can thank God for the
unknown because He is definitely with us to show
His power and love in our lives.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Susan Wakuta

BY PASTOR JAMES CHANG
Join the conspiracy to change Christmas from this national
consumer holiday into something that changes the world
for Jesus Christ. Spend less this holiday and give more
toward global mission projects. Your reallocated Christmas
spending will be given toward supporting our long term
missionary partners:

SPEND LESS

1. The Smiths in Brazil, rescuing and raising up street kids:
https://hopeunlimited.org/
WORSHIP FULLY 2. The Manns in Thailand, building water projects toward
sustainable economy:
https://itdfinternational.org/
3. Rifu Oasis Chapel in Japan, providing support for pastors
in Japan:
http://en.oasislifecare.org/

GIVE MORE

LOVE ALL

Since we were unable to send mission teams out to these
areas due to COVID restrictions, all 2019 Advent
Conspiracy funds have been distributed directly to our
missionary partners to support their missions work. For next
year, we remain open to how the Lord will guide our plans,
while monitoring travel restriction guidelines closely. We
will continue to show our ongoing care and commitment for
all 3 missionary partners. Please prayerfully consider how
you can support Advent Conspiracy with your loved ones.
Christmas can still change the world!

Advent Conspiracy Collection Day is:
Christmas Sunday, Dec 20.

Operation Christmas Child
BY JULIET SCHURR
Pack a shoebox gift to bring hope, joy and God's love to a child in need during this
time of the pandemic!

CURBSIDE PICK UP:

Come pick up an OCC shoebox for free
on Sundays (11/1, 11/8 and 11/15) from
8:45am-9:45am and 12:00pm-1:00pm.
Fill the shoebox and remember to
donate $9/box for shipping and project
costs. You can either mail a check
(payable to Samaritan's Purse with
memo--OCC) in the postage paid
envelope or donate online at:
www.samaritanspurse.org/operationchristmas-child/ways-to-give/

BUILD A SHOEBOX ONLINE:

This year, there is an option to Build A
Shoebox Online for a donation of $25.
Watch the video for instructions!

www.gvbc.net/occ

Shoebox Collection will be on Thanksgiving
Sunday, November 22, 2020! Please bring
your gift-filled shoeboxes to the curbside
Drop-Off from 8:45am-9:45am and 12:00pm1:00pm in front of GVBC.

PARENT CORNER
Providing Support and Keeping Up with Our GVBC Parents!

Word of Wisdom
From a young age, we mimic and model the actions and

“Jesus said,'Very truly I tell you,
the Son can do nothing by himself;
he can do only what he sees his
Father doing, because whatever
the Father does the Son also
does.'”

habits that we observe the people around us doing. Whoever
we are around most frequently is who we will become most
like. Jesus made it clear that how He lived and served was in
direct obedience and imitation to what His Father did.
Not only did Jesus do what He saw His Father doing, but
He also depended on the Father to provide for His needs. He
trusted that the Father was good and would be faithful even
when tough times came. Jesus' intimate relationship with the
Father can provide us with hope that we can have a deep
intimacy with the Father through Jesus Christ. As we choose
to allow ourselves to be most influenced by God and His

John 5:19

Word, the Holy Spirit will continue to transform us to look
more and more like Jesus Christ.

- MICHELLE YORK

Family Encouragement
We

have

a

pandemic

puppy!

Choco

has

been

a

wonderful

addition

to

keep

us

company during all the time we spend at home, but becoming first time dog owners
has not been easy. Through the journey, though, owning him has changed all of us to
be more responsible and resilient. He also reminds us of life lessons during this unique
time we are living in.
Choco

loves

to

look

at

and

observe

us.

He

is

very

active,

but

he

never

tires

of

looking at us. It’s seems odd, but then we read that a puppy will look at you because
he is studying you, the master that he relies on for everything. The more we thought
about it, the more it made sense- how else could he read our emotions, predict our
patterns,

and

learn

that

some

locations

in

the

kitchen

means

food

for

him.

This

has

reminded us that just as we need to depend on our Savior Jesus for our needs, the way
we can get to know Him and not miss the ways He is working is by choosing to look
toward Him.
Being a first time puppy owner is very humbling. At times it’s more frustrating than
taking

care

presents

of

a

around

babythe

at

least

house!

From

a

baby

doesn’t

professional

sprint

trainers

out
to

the

door

fellow

and

dog

leave

owning

potty

friends,

we have had to seek plenty of advice. We appreciate those who checked in on us to
offer encouragement, often with their own stories of challenges. Likewise, during these
times

of

blessing

isolation,
to

continues

zoom

our

it

is

with

concerns

still

important

other

sisters

and

stresses

at

to

check

church.

may

have

in

with

We’ve

each

realized

changed,

but

other.
that

our

It

as

need

has

the
to

been

a

pandemic
encourage

each other toward God has not.
It’s been said many times, but these are crazy times. Nothing is certain anymore.
Except

that

God

is

in

control

often right under our nose.

of

everything.

Reminders

to

continue

Or in our family, sitting right at our feet.

- LISA MAYEDA & FAMILY

in

our

faith

are

M
Miissssiioonnaarry
y R
Reeppoorrttss
BY BOB MATSUSHIMA
National School Project
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I had two weeks of training with others from across the nation! My
assigned schools are Lennox Academy and North High School in
Torrance. A bible study was launched at Lennox and 30 students
attended the Christian Club at North. Praise The Lord!! The ministry
strategy that I am involved in is “Meant for More” or M4M. We
believe that students are “meant for more” than the things of this
world. Jesus is more! Thank you all for helping me to get to full
financial support for this year!

Child Evangelism

They survived Typhoon #14 which hit Japan in early October. An
SOS, Seeking Our Savior’s intervention was sent out and received.
The Tanakas are still protected from Covid19 and are looking for
the time when we would be “caught up together in the clouds.”
Praise God!!

Rifu Oasis Chapel

Pastor Makito reports that the Pastor family
retreat at Morigo camp has been a
blessing of restoration for the pastors and
their families. We have just begun and hope
to report more!
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Thailand

This month (November) approximately 50 ITDF (Integrated Tribal
Development Foundation) staff and families will attend the first ever
staff retreat at the Baptist Mission Cha-Am Mission Cottage. This
“retreat” is intended to provide the staff time to renew, refresh and
reenergize. Also to bond together as fellow workers for Christ. GVBC
is helping with the cost of this trip as part of our vision to be full
partners with the Mann’s and ITDF.
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Family News
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The Gardena Emergency Fo
od Pantry would like to THAN
K
YOU for your generous dona
tion. For over 40 years, the
Food Pantry has been able
to extend a helping hand to
individuals & families in our
community with food, bus
tokens, case management
and homeless services. Our
resources have been impact
ed due to COVID-19 but yo
ur
donation allows us to continu
e to serve our Gardena
residents. We appreciate yo
ur support, together we will
overcome and continue ou
r mission to assist our comm
unity.
With gratitude,
Team Gardena

Our deepest sympathies to the
family of Tak Shimizu, who passed
away on October 15th.
Our condolences to Reiko Kobata
and family on the passing of
Harold Kobata. He passed away
on October 25th.
Our sympathies and prayers are
with Michelle and Kyle York, and
the Law family on the passing of
Janice Law. She passed away on
November 6th.

Dear GVBC Family,
expression of
Thank you for your thoughtful
r arrangement
sympathy by the beautiful flowe
eciated the
sent to our house. I have appr
that have
cards, prayers, and gifts to us
e as we mourn
brought comfort during this tim
ii. We are
the loss of my Mom, Frances Ish
grateful to you all
In Christ’s love,
Wendy J Hirano & Family
Torin & Kent)
(Paul, Derek, Michelle, Claire,
From our hearts, the GVBC Pastoral Staff
wants to thank you all for the
overwhelming pour out of cards,
messages, prayers, treats, meals, and gifts
given this last October for Pastoral
Appreciation. We are deeply encouraged
and so blessed to serve such an amazing
church! We love you all dearly and look
forward to seeing you all again soon!
Your GVBC Pastoral Staff

Our prayers are with Stella
Tamura and family on the passing
of Mits Tamura, who passed
away on November 9th.
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or
loving memory:
From:

To:

Howard & Sawako Harold Kobata
Imatomi
Pipe/Organ Repair
Yuri Ogawa
Harold Kobata
Monetary donations given in honor or
memory of loved ones support College
Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
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10:00 AM @ www.gvbc.net/bulletin
10:45 AM @ www.gvbc.net/jp

English
Nihongo

T
Thhee L
Laatteesstt
Women's Ministry Zoom Event
OCC Curbside Pickup

12/5 @ 9:30 AM
11/15 @ 8:00 AM & 12:00 PM

I
Im
mppoorrttaanntt L
Liinnkkss
Youtube
After Service Fellowship
Midweek Fellowship
GVBC App

1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683
gvbc@gvbc.net

www.bit.ly/GVBCyoutube
www.bit.ly/GVBCfellowship
www.bit.ly/GVBCmidweekfellowship
www.bit.ly/GVBCapp

