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1 Kings 17 - 2 Kings 13

This Spring and through the Summer we will be studying the lives of Elijah and
Elisha. Their testimony of God’s abiding faithfulness during times of great
turbulence is a relevant message for us today. The ministries of Elijah and Elisha
took place squarely in the period of the divided kingdom. It was a time of
tremendous political turbulence. This time of upheaval shook the people of both
Judah and Israel. But both prophets ministered primarily within the Northern
kingdom, although both also had contact with the Kings of Judah from time to
time. From the Biblical perspective however, the political turmoil was but an
outward manifestation of the actual problem which was spiritual turbulence. The
house of Omri, and in particular, Ahab, made alliances with pagan nations that
came with a heavy price: religious compromise. Into this spiritual morass, Elijah
and Elisha brought a testimony that confronted this turbulence. Their testimony
was a fight for the very spiritual distinctive that made Israel worshippers of YHWH.

While we note the similarities in their ministries, it is their differences that seem
to jump off the page. The character of each man was uniquely fitted to his role.
Elijah was the 'lone wolf' roaming around to swoop, deliver a message and then
be gone. We see him agonizing before God as he dealt with his own zealousness
and feeling of isolation. Elisha was really a spiritual leader for his people. He lived
with the other prophets and was a trusted confidant of kings.
We will see that Elijah showed God's presence by withholding rain; Elisha by
sending it. Elijah was provided for by an unclean bird; Elisha could provide for
many by rendering a poisonous pot of stew harmless. Elijah rewarded a widow's
obedience through the continuing provision of oil; Elisha rewarded a widow's faith
by the once only provision of all the oil she could take. Both men raised a son from
the dead. One did it to produce faith; the other to reward it. Both men asked for
their servants' eyes to be opened. One did it to show that the Lord would provide
after judgment; the other to show that the Lord had the means to judge.

As they were walking along
and talking together,
suddenly a chariot of
fire and horses of fire

We will also see that Elisha was a prophet of provision ministering by giving
away generously to both Jew and Gentile alike. Elijah was really a prophet of
judgment and when we see provision occurring it is Elijah that is provided for.
Finally we saw that Elijah ended in a blaze of glory ascending to heaven in a
chariot of fire. Elisha died quietly and meekly but through his death another would
live.

appeared and separated the
two of them, and Elijah went
up to heaven in a whirlwind.

2 Kings 2:11

Scripture declares that Elijah is yet to come. At that time, Elijah will come again
to declare the pending judgment. Elisha's story may currently appear fuller and
richer than Elijah's but that is in part because Elisha speaks of God's salvation.
God is long suffering and is even now offering salvation to all. Thus, the story of
Elisha is complete as is the message of salvation. For Elisha’s very name “God is
salvation” points us forward to the one named “He will save” (Yeshua=Jesus) who
completes the testimony needed during turbulent times.
May we be people of testimony in our turbulent times,
Pastor Doug

BEHIND THE SCENES OF OUR ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES
Within just a few days, our GVBC Audio/Visual team transformed our worship services from offline to online, allowing
us to all stay safely at home and still hear God's Word, still worship Him in song, and still connect with one another.
Worship Ministry wants to acknowledge all of the unseen faithful workers who worked tirelessly in the background to
make this happen:
GVBC Intern Michelle Dresser:
GVBC Intern Vincent Fu:
Jonathan Ikemoto:
Christian Song:
Kenton Fukuda, Gerald Mayewaki, Kiane Wang, GVBC Intern Ben Lee:
Rudy Carruolo & Kirstin Colyer-Vizthum:
Russell Nagata, Tiffany Tasaki:
Charles Matsuda, Cindy Matsuda, Alicia Kwan,
Jane Hong, Kiane Wang, and Brandon Hirano:

Video Creation and Online management
Website Communications
Camera Equipment and Recording Support
Background Media Elements
AV Sound and Setup
Creative Art and Graphics
Easter Backdrop
DVD Creation and Senior Care Deliveries

FROM YOUR GVBC PASTORAL STAFF

(not in picture: GVBC College Director, Brad Toy)

During this season, our pastoral staff has been regularly
meeting together, praying earnestly for our GVBC church
family, ensuring everyone stays connected and well
cared for, and discerning what Jesus is doing in and
through all of this. This pandemic has significantly
changed our church ministry and, after this passes, we
probably won't simply go back to the way things were.
But rather, we will find a new normal--deeper and more
expansive ways we can reach this modern world for
Jesus Christ. God is up to something big and we are
excited for our future together!

CREATIVE AND INTENTIONAL CONNECTIONS

BY PASTOR DANIEL

Close to 300 people at GVBC are involved in a mid-week community group. Some groups focus on sermon
discussion, some focus on Bible study or other faith-based content, but all groups involve sharing how we’re doing
in our everyday lives, sharing prayer requests, and praying together.
In our fast-paced society, it’s easy to feel like “Everyone around me seems to be busy doing their own thing, and I
don’t matter.” The COVID-19 situation has only exacerbated this sense of isolation and loneliness. We can’t
physically gather with family and friends like we’re used to. We can’t give hugs or handshakes, but instead have to
wear masks and stand 6 feet away. We can’t enjoy face-to face meetings with other believers.
But GVBC community groups are finding creative and intentional ways to stay connected! Many groups are using
online platforms such as Zoom, which allows people to use a computer, laptop, iPad, or smartphone to video
conference with one another. This enables us to see and hear one another as we discuss God’s Word, share, and
pray together… check out the pictures as examples of what’s happening! Other community groups are connecting
via phone calls, texts, and emails. A few groups have begun subdividing into prayer partners for more focused
sharing and prayer. Significant needs or prayer requests are being passed on to the rest of the community group
and/or the pastoral staff. Spiritual growth and accountability are taking place, prayers are being answered, and God
is clearly moving and working in it all!
COVID-19 has not hindered our ability to make connections… we just need to be a little more creative and
intentional! For more information on GVBC community groups, please contact me at Daniel@gvbc.net. What steps
will you take this coming week to connect with other believers?

NIHONGO

BY PASTOR EIJI

What a joy it was to be witnesses of new born Christians! It is a
little late to tell you but on December 29, 2019, Kazuki Matsumura,
Paul Kazuo Tamae and Hiroshi Tiger Ozasa got baptized and
joined the Nihongo ministry of our church. All three of them have
friends or relatives who are members of our church and because of
the love and prayers of these friends and relatives, they started
coming to our church, discovered Jesus and got saved. Yes, they
were fruits of personal evangelism.
At the moment, we are not able to worship at church together and all church activities are online under this
COVID-19 situation and we may feel that it is not a good time to evangelize. But this is not true! Evangelism is not
only done through church events or group activities but by each one of us individually. This may be the best time to
share the Good News with family members who you are living with. Also, you can call your friends and relatives who
are at home and have more time to talk and listen to how wonderful it is to live with faith in Jesus.
Kazuki, Kazuo and Hiroshi are now growing in Christ to become fully devoted disciples of God. It may take time
for them to become fully grown disciples but we are glad that they decided to take their first steps. Let us remember
these three new members and pray for them to grow in Christ. Also let us pray that we can use this challenging time
to do personal evangelism and to help people come to Christ.
BY SUSAN WAKUTA
(ELEMENTARY KIDS CHURCH DIRECTOR)

GOD LOVES KIDS AND WE DO TOO!

It seems like GVBC KIDS aka “Children’s Ministry” is busier than before staying connected to families. And we had
to take a crash course in learning the current technology and social media platforms. Through email, Tammy
Hernandez, Early Childhood Coordinator, makes adorable videos with Romper, the VBS otter mascot, to share Bible
lessons with children and tell them how much God loves them. In Elementary KIDS CHURCH, my husband, Layne,
and I create many videos by using whatever is around us to present God’s truth and love to post on Facebook. It’s
been a blessing because families inside & outside our church, even one from Hawaii, watches them.
Steve Hiroshige, KIDS CHURCH teacher, has been using the hottest platform on social media, Zoom to teach his
class on Sundays with the 4th and 5th graders. This has been a meaningful and relational time for the children. Also
on Facebook, we post a KIDS CHURCH staff sharing a Bible verse and what God has shown them or how they stay
close to God during this pandemic as an encouragement to families.
One of the most important ways to support families is praying for them; because we don’t know everything that is
happening in each household; but God does. We have been reaching out to families via email not only to share
resources to help parents navigate this time, but to personally ask how are they doing? How can we pray and
support them? I have had several families respond to me with prayer requests and they are so appreciative that the
church cares for them. I'm very grateful for KIDS CHURCH volunteers and staff loving families in exceptional ways.
I pray God’s blessing over our families. May His love sustain them during this unique, unprecedented time. God is
faithful and true. Revelation 19:11

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25
BY MICHELLE YORK (YOUTH DIRECTOR)

YOUTH MINISTRY

“How’s school going?” has been a regular question that we ask our youth students when we see them at youth
gatherings. Common answers include: “Boring,” “I wish I didn’t have to go,” or just a shrug with no verbal response.
Now, with most of life being at home and online, some students have shared that they wish they could go back to
school. Perhaps the grass is always greener on the other side…
Since the first major announcement about COVID-19, GVBC Youth Ministry has been gathering online to remain
connected to one another through times of teaching, discussion, and playing interactive games. The initial focus has
been to get as many students engaged online as possible (picture of past gatherings shown). We know it’s not the
same as it would be in person, but we praise God for the technology to still connect together. Despite not meeting in
person, we are committed to being intentional with the time and technology God has given to us during this season.
Youth Ministry is not only about students but also about youth leaders who are growing in their faith and are
committed to discipling the next generation, as well as parents who are seeking to spiritually nurture their children. It
is often the thought that God works and ministers to people when they “go to church,” but I believe that this season is
showing us that ministry can happen anytime and anywhere as long as there are people who are committed to
following Jesus Christ and building His Kingdom more than building one for themselves. So, until He comes back or
calls us home, may we, His church, encourage one another toward love—especially to those hurting during this time.

COLLEGE

BY BRAD TOY
(COLLEGE DIRECTOR)

Needless to say, it has been difficult maintaining a healthy ministry during the current
Lockdown that has affected the entire state. It has been very challenging to be
faithful to the command to “not giving up meeting together…but encouraging one
another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching” in Hebrews 10:24-25,
when we are being mandated to stay at home amid the current COVID-19 pandemic.
However, I have been deeply blessed by the vibrant virtual community created by the
college students. We are entering into the last chapter in our weekly study of the
Book of 1st Corinthians (via Facebook recordings) while taking part in encouraging
each other through virtual sermon discussion groups, holding each other accountable
through weekly virtual Guys and Girls Small Groups, increasing in knowledge and
understanding through a mid-week study, and having silly fun together through
informal virtual chats and hang outs. In addition, I have been extremely encouraged
by the college students’ joyful willingness to serve the church in different ways
including helping to record the Sunday Morning Services, delivering worship service
DVDs to church members who do not have access to the online services, and taking
part in the online Stories of Faith series. And though the students long to return to
meeting with one another face-to-face, we pray that this current situation will cause
them to intimately draw near to the Lord, deepen the breadth of their individual
relationships with Him, heighten their reliance and trust in Him, bring to the surface
areas of sin that need to be dealt with, and grow in them qualities of Christ-likeness
that were previously lacking. There is an underlying joy that the students continue to
strive for in fellowship and in spiritual growth despite the current circumstances.

FAMILY NEWS

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM YOUR EDITOR

LETTERS

Dear GVBC,
This is your monthly Spirit editor Vincent here with some
encouragement! During this time of social distancing we are
constantly bombarded with difficult news. Things don't look
optimistic and it seems like the world is upside down. Our fast
paced life has been slowed down to a crawl. All of our plans
and events we have scheduled are either gone or have been
replaced with online meetings. There are even times when I
feel like my life is on pause. But through all this I look to God to
see the changes that He has given me. There is no excuse for
me to say "I can't set aside time to read the Bible!" or "I am too
busy with work to do this right now." During this season I have
been able to foster new relationships online and dig up old
contacts. I even went to practicing how to be a better chef. I
don't think I would've been able to see all this happen if I was
only looking forward to when all this will end. Take this time to
make/do something you've always wanted to do in the comfort
of your home.

Our condolences to the family of Alyce Kuranaga who passed
away at Kei on April 8. We lift up her daughter, Sharon Yamanaka,
and family, and her niece Lil & Bruce Higashi and family.

I encourage the GVBC church body to send photos and
videos with a short description of how you and/or your
family are doing during this time of social distancing! Send
them to:

Dear GVBC,
On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry, we
would like to thank you for your generous donation. For over 40
years, the Food Pantry has been able to extend a helping hand to
individuals and families in our Gardena community with emergency
food, bus tokens, case management and homeless servicers. We
would like to thank you for your support in enhancing the quality of
life for our residents. Together we can continue our mission to
assist our residents.
Thank you!

VINCENT'S MORNING
Attending 8 AM
Zoom lectures

Email: vincent.fu@gvbc.net
I will hopefully compile all of the submissions and create a
spread where we can see what others are up to! Happy
social distancing!
GVBC Media Intern
Vincent Fu
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MINISTRY OUTLOOK
April 26th

Special Online Business Meeting

ONLINE SERVICE TIMES
English
Nihongo

10:00 AM - gvbc.net/sundayservice
10:45 AM - live.gvbc-jp.net/

For all our latest videos, please subscribe to our Youtube Channel:
Gardena Valley Baptist Church

1630 W. 158TH ST.
GARDENA, CA 90247
310-323-5683
gvbc@gvbc.net

